ATTACHMENT B 
(continued – submit w/Final Report)
EXECUTIVE PROJECT SUMMARY

 Section I:  Grantee Contact Information
	Grantee  Name:  Regents of the University of Minnesota (Dept of Forest Resources – Institute on the Environment)

	Mailing address:  200 Oak Street SE 

	City:  Minneapolis
	State:  MN  
	Zip Code:  55455-2070   

	Contact name:  Sherry Enzler
	Title:  Research Fellow

	E-mail:  senzler@umn.edu
	Telephone: 612-625-2417

	Fax:                            Grantee’s Web site:  www.forestry.umn.edu
	Legislative House District:  66B

	Section II:  Project Information
Project ID#:  1702 Preventing Food Waste With Behavior Change Tools and Education
Brief Project description:  Of all the composting strategies, true source reduction has the greatest impact on our efforts to reduce waste and its impact on climate change. Eureka Recycling and behavioral psychologist Christie Manning, addressed food waste at the source in a meaningful way, by investigating the information and motivation people need to prevent food from being wasted. This project provided new research about how and what types of food people waste in Minnesota (and the U.S.) and their attitudes, practices, and barriers to wasting food. Using this data, social marketing tools, and the psychology of sustainable behavior, this project generated and tested tools, messages, and strategies to engage the community is wasting less food. In June 2012, Eureka Recycling completed a toolkit, which was published on its website, to consolidate these resources and disseminate the most effective behavior change tools and education. 

	  Grant Awarded:  $50,000
	    Matching funds/value of In-Kind:  $18,475
	  Total Project Cost: $68,475

		Section III: Summary of Project Objectives and Results


  Project Evaluation and Next Steps (max 500 characters):  Eureka Recycling has created a dissemination plan to share and distribute the toolkit (available at http://www.eurekarecycling.org/page.cfm?ContentID=133). Eureka will continue to develop wasted food education materials as funding allows. These materials and messaging will be applied to the entire City of Saint Paul beginning in 2013 (given the passage of the Saint Paul Composting Plan in 2012). Eureka Recycling will actively continue to share and distribute the project results and on-going work seeded by this grant project via our website, e-newsletters, and presentations.
	Section IV:  Environmental Benefits - Measurable Outcomes


1. Environmental Benefits (max 200 characters): It takes a vast amount of resources to grow, harvest, process, and transport food from the field to the store. This project prevented food waste in 90 households, and as the toolkit is disseminated, the environmental benefits will grow exponentially.

2. Measurable Environmental Outcome: Quantity of waste reduced or diverted from land disposal
	Measurable Objective
	Project Goals
	Baseline Measurement 
	Project Final Measurement 
	Waste Reduction
	GHG Emissions Avoided
 (metric ton of carbon 
dioxide Equivalent)

	# Community Composters engaged
	     
	     
	90 households *
	2281.5 lbs
	.65 MTCO2E

	Organics diverted to backyard composting( lbs/tons)
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	Organic diverted to commercial composting (lbs/tons)
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	Amt. Food Waste reduced/household (lbs/tons)
	     
	     
	2281.5 lbs*
	2281.5 lbs
	.65 MTCO2E





* This amount is an estimate for 90 average households in Saint Paul, because actual amounts are not able to be measured. The estimate is based on data from recent studies estimating preventable food waste in the average household’s trash, and the proven results of percentage avoided through applied education in programs in Great Britain. These numbers also assume the participating households that began this program will continue to apply the habits for at least a year. The Greenhouse Gas analysis was calculated using the Measuring Environmental Benefits Calculator (MEBCalcTM).


3. Description of Compost Education Program (inclusive of submittal of all education materials – both hard copy and electronic):  
We tested a wide variety of tools all aimed at helping residents of Saint Paul reduce the amount of food they waste at home. As a result of direct feedback from participants, we focused on further developing two of these tools in multiple formats: A-Z Food Storage Tips, and an interactive Meal Planner, both available on our composting website, www.makedirtnotwaste.org. These were clearly the most widely used tools, and participants felt they were the most effective. See Appendix G for print copies of the Food Storage Guide and the Menu Planner, and a printout of the webpages. The online versions of these tools are available at http://www.makedirtnotwaste.org/prevent-wasted-food. 

4. Report outcome of waste composition study.
For a waste sort to help us learn about preventable wasted food, a different level of detail is needed than in a typical waste sort that examines composting or recycling. These recommendations were generated from the lessons learned through successes and shortcomings of our own initial waste sorts looking for information about preventable wasted food in the trash in three communities in Saint Paul, Minnesota. The recommendations are provided in Appendix E, “Using Waste Sorts to Learn About Preventing Wasted Food” These are both available on Eureka Recycling’s website at http://www.eurekarecycling.org/page.cfm?ContentID=133.

5. Report on effectiveness of new behavior change information tools, messages, and strategies to reduce food waste.
This project explored these questions:
· What type of information, education, and messaging is motivating for people to change their habits and waste less food?
· Are there tools that are especially helpful? 

As a nonprofit community-based organization, Eureka Recycling strongly believes that the most successful waste-reduction programs (that result in the most effective behavior change) address the specific values, interests, and needs of the community for which the program is being designed. We believe the best way to get that information is to listen to community members, and this report details some of our experiences and recommendations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our findings are summarized in our “Gathering Community Input on Preventing Wasted Food” report (Appendix C) and behavioral psychologist Christie Manning’s report, Recommendations for Programs to Reduce Food Waste. (Appendix F). These are both available on Eureka Recycling’s website at http://www.eurekarecycling.org/page.cfm?ContentID=133)




