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BY MR. BERGER:

Q-

Rnll,.I'l going to read to you an introduction
that we have been reading to all the staff and
personnel participating in these interviews.

As you know or probably know, the )
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is conducting
a civil investigation that is touuliﬁg an the
Koch Rnfininy aphratien apd on a variety of
poilution, environmental related issues that
came to our attention back in April of this

‘year. We're ia.kinq your cooperation in

obtaining information related to thoss
situations and issues. We want you to know at
this time that you do not have to answer our

questions if you choose not to. This is totally

voluntary on your part.

The information we obtain in this
investigation may be used in idlinilt:ativ.,
civil or érilinli actions against Koch Refining
Company . I want to emphasize that again, that
this investigation is of Xoch Refining, the
company, and we are not loéking at any
individuals at this time. Do you have any
questions about that?

No.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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EXAMINATION

BY NS. HAYES:

Q.

Al

‘Fuss, would you give us a little background on

your employment here? Tell us how long you've
been here and give us an idea of what your job

. responsibilities would have been and if they've
been differunt in different positions?

Okay.

MR. BERGER: Pirst would you state
your full name? | |

THY WITNESS:  Okay. My name is
Russell Wayne Havkinson and I started here in
the poly unit in 1982, July of 1982. I worked
t_hm for ten Yoars as a nusber two operator,
outside operator, 4id rounds, stuff like that.
I worked up to a nusbar one operator, so I had
différent responsibilities as an operator in the
prooegs unit. I digd that for ten years, like I
said, and then I moved up into the ntaf_.y
agp§rtn¢nx in 1992, March of '92. And there we
weare responsible for mrqancy response, safety

~related r.mnl"i.iil-i’iiﬂ and have been pretty

much involved in that type of -~ in that area

since '92.

BY MS. HAYES:

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Q.

A

Since '92?

March of '92 I ganb into the safety department.

 MS. HAYES:  Thank you.

ni MR. KRIENS:

Q.

Q.

Russ, my name is Don Kriens, and I wanted to ask
you mome questions about the safety department's

. lctivitill whcn'yoﬁ'oithur flush hydrants or in

thc past when the cu-pany has diaposod of waste
water via tho hydrant system. Let me pull out a
couple logs to discuss. Are your initials

oL R_.w.u'. ?

Yeah.

This is a log of Novembar 4 of 1996, and could

you explain what that means when you state
fiowing water (indicating)?

ME. WIENS: It's number 00471..

THE WITNESS:  This document here was
written by my partner, but that would mean

' flowing water into the west tank farm basin on

the west ~- the west tank farm. That's not
»y -- not something I documented.

BY MR. KRIENS:

'Q._I

This means flowing water into the tank farm

area?
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A.

A

Into the basin.

Oour understanding from previous discussions with
interviewses is that there was also water
discharged into -~ out of the hydrants beginning
Novembar 3 in the evening through November 4
where that was discharged to the land area in

‘the west tank farm. Do you recall that?

I don't recall that in the west tank farm. T
don't recall it going to ground in the u‘.t'tank
farm during those times.

You don't recall that at all?

No.

Ibuld you have baen present on this ocuﬁsion, on
NbVllber 47

Yeah, I would have been there. And just based
on what that says, I can't recall it going to

ground, but to me that would mean that it wvas

gb;hg to that basin over there.

It doesn't sny'bnlin on this.

Yeah. _
Usually when they go to basin in these logs it

'acthaliy states basin.

oﬁay. I can just go by what I recall and what
I've written in the past, and usually when I

would write flowing water to west tank farm

EAGLE REPORTING SBRVICES
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generally to me that would mean it's going to
the basin there.
And your partners wrote that portion

(imdicating)?

Right. That's not my handwriting.

Wwho is that person?

Jerry Davern. He's no longer smployed here.
Okay. On another log from February 25 thars's
sone nnrruﬁivu notation about hydrant flowing,
and would you mind reading that and explain what
that one means. '

ME. WIRNS: Also read the document
nusber.

THE WITHNESS:  It's 07668. I'm
trying to picturs where that hydrant is. Again,
it's not my handwriting. The first part there,
you know, they're measuring the flow of water,
you knpw, th;t'l what thny'rn_payiyg there, |
they're keeping track of the time and the
gallons that are being flowed there. That's
what they're saying. But it's not my
handwriting. '

B¥ NMR. KRIENS:

Qc
A-

You don't know what that means?
Well, they're just tracking the gallons it looks

EAGLE NEPORTING SERVICES
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A,

Q.

A.
Q.

Q.

like, how long and how much they flowed, that's
what it looks likas to ma.

It says 3,172 gallons per minute, total of
285,000 on this date. The company has jivua us

~ information that this went to ground areas. 1Is

that consistent with your understanding?

I can't say for sure that on that oocasion it
went to ground or whare it went, I don't recall.
This wt:'domc on many occasions, where the

hydrants were discharging waste water to ground

areas. We have documanted several of those and
othar people we have interviewed have confirmed
that. Do you remember any of those?

Yeah,

Can you tell us about those?

Tﬁ.rt was one occasion, out by tank 133 I
beliave it is, to the grassy area in the wintprf
when they were fiowing it to ground then. |
Do you recall when that was?

1.1uqt-xqp¢j§er it was really cold outside, so
it must hav; been around January or something.

1 just remember it was real cold, I don't
remenber the manth.

Where is tank 133 at?

North of the plant. f could show you on a board

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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‘buat I don't know, it's hard to explain it to

you. It's on the north end of the refinery.
Is that on the west side of the waste water
trnﬁtgnnt plant area then? |
Yeah.

Is that near that wetland area when they —-

| January 4 they discharged about

3 million gallons to the wetland area, and is
that the one yau;ru xeferring to or is it a
aifterent one? |

I could show you. I can sees the area on that

map (indicating).

Kind of direct me to it.
It's to the left and right in that area

-(inaidntihéi-

Right in here (indicating)?
Farther up. Right in here (indicating).
Is tﬁ;s a lov area hare?

Yeah. I don't recall it going in there, but --

MR. MITCHELL:  Russ, why don't you
describe what you guys are pointing at so when

the written record is available we'll know what
you're describing.

THE WITNESS: It's just an open

. RAGLE NEPORTING SERVICES

10
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MR. MITCHELL:  And you are looking

in the northwhst cornar of --—

BY MR. KRIENS:

Q. It's the area north of the BS storm water pond
into a low depression area.

A. It would be west (indicating).

d; ih.gqﬁu & wvetland area thers?

A, Yeah, and it would be west of thers.

Q. Okay. indfyou would be discharging west of
there towards the east then via hydrants there?

A. Yeah. |

Q. All right. Is that one that you were 1nvolvld :
with yau:..1:, whers you went and cpened up the

_ vpivta or whatever? |

A. No, I wasn't involved in actually setting 1£_up
or anything, you know, I wasn't involved with
that at all.

Q; Do jou recall any other occasions when either
you were involved with discharging to land areas
or you saw other ineid;nt-?

I ohly recall one other time when it went to

A.

ground, and that was in the south flare area.
It went to ground for -- you know, that wvas
another occasion when they did it, but that's

- the only other time I was involved or where I

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

A.

Q.

Q.

A.

Do you know the date of that?

¥o, I can't recall.

In these two 1nc16tnt¢ that you were aware of,
do you know who ordered thocn dilchn:qal to
oocur? '

I don't know who the person was that actually

gave the dir.ctian, no.
When you managed tho hydrants in general, who

would order you to carry out that activity?
It wvould be passed on at shift change.

-riop who?

From the piapln I relieva, you know, the safety .
pecple that wers on befors me. |

Let's say it was an order or vhatever that came
during your shift, who would have ordered that?
I actually never received, you know, a direct

13

order from aISupdrvipor per ss. I don't really
recall someone actually saying, Russ, we need to
go out and -- I don't remember like a -uﬁqrvisor '

actually giving that direction or recall wheare
it came from. I just remember we did it, but I

~don't recall, you know, who actually told us to
| do it. We ware just asked to go out and do it.

But se-abody asked you to go out and do it?

EAGLE REPORTING SRRVICES
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Q.

A.

13

1 rin-nbgr us qoinﬁ out and doinq_it, but I
can't recall a nama ot_-ounonn that told me to
go do 1t, That dossn't make sense, but -- I
ramapber doing it, but I don't rescall -~ I can't
recall a supervisor saying to do it, no. I
mean, mosebady probably did, but I don't recall
who it would be.

So yoﬁ don't recall who asked you or told you to
do it, but you do recall setting up hydrants to
discharge to land? |

Yeah.

8o when wers those occasions where you or your
group on shift did do that onto land?

Just the on. t£lt:was in the flare area.

The south flare area?

Yeah. The other time I wasn't involved in
satting 1t_up, the time up by the other area. I
didn't set that up. |

.Who would normally request or order you to do

that? I know you're saying you don't recall the
instances, but vho typically would do that?
I guess I would have to speculate that, you

~ know, I would have to speculate, you know, who

would give ma that direction. It could be
different people. I could name off a whole

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Q.

Q.

A.

e

14

bunch of differsnt people.

Well, go ahsad. _

Well, waste water treatment plant possibly,
those would -- that would probably be the main
place I gueas.

A certain person there or the supervisor of
that? |

(No immediate response.)

¥ho would have authority in the waste water

trlatnnnt'plant to order you to dispose of
water, or somecns 1n safety, to order you to gat
rid of water? .

Who would have the autharity? 1 guess Ifn not
sure who has the ultimats authority to give that
direction, I don't know. Again, I would have to
speculate who has the authority. |
Well, you just mentioned there could be sevaral
people and you startod.to mention the waste
water treatment plant, and I was wondering who
at the treatment plant, because the traatment

. plant itself wouldn't call you. Who would be

the individual or who was in the position to

order that? |

I would have to -- I would have to -~ without
knowing for sure I would have to say I think

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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A.

Q.

A.

15

this person, and--

" Go ahead.

Well, I don't know for sure and'I don't want to
do that, I don't vant to just speculate a name
if I don't know that to be true. I could only
specillate who would have the authority. 1I'm not
in the positlom -- I'm not in a position whers I
Xnow who has the authority and who dossn't.

Yuﬁ nnnﬁionqd en the one that you recall some
involvement with that someone did order you and
‘that these would be in certain categories, waste
ittcr'trdatadnt plant or other ones, and I would
just like you te mantion who that might be.

The reason I mention waste water is because
they'ru kind of awvars of -- you know, they run
tests on the water and they kind of know.

" They'kre the éncs that would know, so that's why

I mention them. But vho the person would be to
_qlvo.na that order or uhocwould be the person |
‘that would havae the authority to give that |
o:dfx, I'm not sure who has thd_authority to
give that order tr&n that area.

Mould it have bean tha hﬁd of the waste water
troatlpnt plant?

ﬁProblbij, yeah. That's possible.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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A.

Would somebody in your department that you would
report to, such as Gary Ista or managers of that

16

department, would they have been ordering these?

You know, I did not get names when we were asked
to do this. The one time I wasn't even involved
and the second time I never really asked who is
giving this dirsction. |
I understand, but I'm trying to understand it
yoﬁ wéren't -~ I mean, how you received the

order to do tt if you weren't given nanes. I's

not following that.
Yeah, I know., I guess what I'm trying to say ii
I remsmber doing it, and it's been over, what, a
year ago? But I don't recall £h0 circulitlndtl
leading up to it like wvho gave the direction,
who may have told us to do it, who had the
authority. I just don’'t recall that stutf.

At the time I never gave it much thought,
you khow, because I'm not in a position whera I
would really question, you Xnow, who told me to
do it or why. I usually don't :-aaxy-qu-uzén
any of that unless 1t'-:sun¢th1ng really -- ydu
know, X jﬁat don't recall who gave that
direction to do that.
okay. Do you know why they would get rid of

EAGLE REPGRTING SERVICES
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A.
Q-

A.

17

water in that fashion?

I think ﬁt one tima there was scme ammonia
problems with the water.

Meaning?

I'm not sure what the -- I'nlnet sure really
totally what the impact of that is. I'm not --
I don't bave training in that area. I just know
they ianthd us to put some water where we did
and that's nbout all I really know about it.
I's not much of a -~ I'm not a waste vater
pearson.

W%hen you say they had ammonia problems, do you
nean thay.haﬂ'qlnonia problems at the waste
water plant, is that what you're saying?

Yeah,

And that would be the basis for getting rid of
it via the hydrants, bechause the problems thers
at the waste wvater plant? '
Uh-huh.

Okay. How do you usually get your orders to

~discharge waste vater via the hydrants or even
‘to do the hydrant flushing in normal

circumstances?

Bvery winter we used to -- it's kind of a ysarly

thing vhere we would flush and clear out our

EAGLE REPORTING | SERVICES



o
“» o

12

13
14

. 1%
16
17

18
19
20

21
22

23

26

25

¢ O J e e N

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

water mains because they could damage ocur fire
trucks. We try to get the scale out of the fire
mains and stuff to protect our equipment, so we
would flush the mains. That's something we
would do befors it got cold out, bafore it would
freezs everything.

Who would normally order that then?

I think at that time Mark blockihqar was in
ahnrqh of fire nains, and he would just say, you
know, it's getting to be that time of the year,
why doa'£ wi start iha projict up.

How do you normally gnt'aﬁy'ordars? If someone

 ordered you to dispose of water via the hydrant

srttlh. the one incident you were involved with,
how wvere thacl done? Was tbgt dons by phone or
vas it'alﬁrittln ordax? |

The ohe tﬁat vas up by that north end thers I
don't recall because I wasn't involved in -that,
but th§ other one it was just a verbal, it was
just a vorhai, just a verbal and we went out and
4id it. I remember, I guess, it was just kind
of a verbal thing to'gd dé it at that time.

But you don't remember ﬁhi'plrson?

No, T dén't. I honestly don't remember who
. actually gave the direction to do it.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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19

Were you aware of or yourself involved in any
neetings to discuss this type of activity?
Disdharqing the water you mean?

Yeosn. '

No, we didn't have any meetings.

' Rot that you participated in?

That I participated in, no.
MR. KRIENS: Thank you.
EXAMINATION

BY MR. BERGER:

Qc

I have a few guestions on another area.

Russ, 1 want to go back to your work

-cxﬁorianct prior to your satety department job.

You said you were a number one oporatér,-and is
that in a process unit?

I wvas actually a board —— I was called a senior

bourd'nan, qualified as a number one also. I

ui-d to -- primarily I would work on the board.
Bach string of shifts you work, at least back
then, we used to work six days in a row all the
time, and my first day or two days I would work
as a nuwber one operator and the other four days
I would be a board parson. I kind of -- I wvas

qualified in two positions.

In what units had you been an operator at?

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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20

That was tho'poly.ultratérnar, I guess CORNONlY
called the poly unit.

In your position wvhen you were out there working
on the units did you ever have occasion to
_dilpolc of vaste materials, whether it was oily
vater or some other type of chemical, a
hydrocarbon, to the oily water sswer?

Yh-huh (nbd’ hﬁad).

Do fou recall -vir in your time working out
there problems with the oily water sever in

'regards to it backing up, backing up into the

neutralization sump and actually overflowing on
the ground? Do you ever recall that happening?
I guess I'm not sure what you mean by

" neutralization sumps.

Well, there's pits or there's neutralization
sumps that we have bsen tbld iﬁ the past in
relation to units -- I don't know specifics, so
I'm talking in general, but these are used,
theoretically at least, to neutralize caustics
and acids.that eventually are dibppaad to ;he
oily water sawer system. We have documentation
that at times the oily water sewer system would
back up, and it would back up so far that it
would come up through the iunps and onto the

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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ground. I guess that isn't as important
spcci!iéaily as do you ever remember the oily
water sewer system backing up and flowing on the

ground in iuur units when you were working? Do

you resesber that happening?

No, I don't recall that.

Do you recall ever disposing of or relaasing
vaste iatnrigls to tho'non-oily water sewer?
Down in thhnpoly unit, down in the poly unit thi
tvo systems are tied together. They both go
into the 0ily water systam. And so ganerally wa
aiwny:.put Qur hfdrocarhen hoses into oily'uatqf
severs and drains, into the proper sewar as a
rule. But I know down there in that area the
plant is real old and the lxltcil are tied

'toqnthnr_vhof. they go into the oily water

systea also. As least they used to when I was
there.

What do you mean by tied together? You mean
thers's two lines and they actually come
together at times? |

I believe s0. I believe that's true. I know
they had a -< I think that used to be the case.
That may have been rectified, but I think that
used to be the case. They would be tied

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Q.

Q.

A.

toﬁc@hnr and so it would end up in the oily

water sever.

It would all end up in the oily water sewer?

. Yeah.

What ioulﬁ be the purpose of calling it the
ﬁbn-oily"water sewer if it cventualiy du:wad
into the oily water sawer? That doesn't make

- sense. It would be all oily water sswer then,

wouldn't 1t?

Yoah,.I gqueas. Maybe just -- I mean, the eoily
water sewers are called oily water sewers, I
mean, that's whit'thny call them, I guess I
don't rcdall-evhr.calling the other ones -- I
don't know, I just never thought about it I
guess. I don't know.

You just were releasing to the oily water sewer
generally?

Yeah. I mean, ve would put our hoses into oily
vater sewers because there's many of them around
juii'zor that purpbie. i mean, that's what we
pat them into. We wqu;d just drain the ~- you
know, if wa were draining scmething all the
;jnpl. points and'everyihihg are'right above an
oily water sewer, and you just drain right into

. an oily water sawver.

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Q.

a3

§0 you do not specifically recall ever
discharging ér draining to a non-oily water
iewur that did not get treated? You don't
recall that ever happening?
No. |

MR. BERGER: Okay. I think that's
all.

MS. HAYRS: I don't have anything.

FURTHER EXAMINATION

BY MR. KRIENS:

Q.

Q-

Russ, who normally -- jult in ths norsal course
ot business who would give you orders to -conduct
activities? | |

Right now?

Well, during this pqriod of tine that we're

- inquiring about in '96 through May of '97.

Gary Ista at that time was our unit supervisor.
Nark Bloockenger was —— it was kind of his
responsibility for fire hydrants and fire
systems, fire mains and stuff. 5o one of those
two guys, generally we got our information from
those guys a lot of times. |

bkay.. Did ybu say you don't remember on tho.-
hydrant discharge to the south flare area if —

I see in the south flare area we havo:docunonts

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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34

on a couple different ones, there wvas one
February 27 where there was 450,000 gallons
approximately disohirqqd and then ons on March
26. Do you recall which one corresponds to the
one you wers aware of or involved with?

. What were the two dates?

Pabruary 27 and March 267
ono_u:"f-!?ruary and one was March?
Right.
I don't remember whioh one.
MR. KRIENS: i‘ha‘_t‘.'c all I have.
(ilhmupon, the deposition intarvievw
at 9:30 a.in.) |

] * *

RAGLE REPORTING SERVICRS
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STATR OF MINNESOTA)

: ) 88
COUNTY OF HEMNEPIN)
BE IT KROWN, that I, NILO BALLINGRUD, Court
Repoxter, a Motary Public in and for the County of

_ in, state of Winpsscta, certify that the
oregoing is a true record of the interview of
RUSS HAWKINSON, snd reduced to writing in
scoordance ml‘l:h my stenographic notes made at said
tine and place.

I further certify that I an not a relativa or
smployes or attéiney or counsel of any of the
partiss or a relative or employes of such attorney
or counsal;

That I am not financially interested in the

actien and have no c¢ontract with the parties,
attorneys, or pexsotis with an interest in the

action that affects or has a substantial tcmlmcy
to affect ny wrthlith :

' IN WITNESS mr, I have hsrsunto set my hand
on this 22nd day of bacnbur 1997.

Ilpurg l'ublc' ‘Bennepin cOunty, Minnesota
Ky Colimiasion Expires January 31, 2000.




