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BY MR. BERGER:

Qo

Karl, I have just a little introduction piece I
need to read first. As you are probably aware,
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is

conducting a civil investigation that is

focusing on Koch Refinery operations and on a

number of environmental related issues that came
to the attention of the MPCA back in April of
this year.

We are seeking your cocperation at this
time in obtaining some information through these
interviews regarding the situation, and we would
like your cooperation at this time to answer
these questions. We want you to know that this
is totally voluntary on your part, you are not
required to answer these guestions if you choose
not to. The information we obtain from this
investigation may be used in an administrative,
civil or criminal enforcement action agaihat
Koch Refining Company in the future. We want to
emphasize that this investigation at this fime
is not directly or singling out any particular
employee. at Koch Refinery, it's looking at the
total operations at Koch Refinery operations.

Do you have any questions about that?
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No.

Karl, would you please state your full name and
then give us a brief history of your work
experience here at Koch? And towards the end
kind of be real specific with your current
duties. |

Okay. My name is Karl Hamre. I've been wofking
in the waste water treatmant plant the last two
years and also in the boiler house. I would
rotate back and forth between one and the other.
Ten years before that I was working in the
platformer as § gas oil hydro treater in the 37
and 38 unit. They made —- refined crude oil
before that FCC so they could make gasoline.

The 37 unit would actually make the high octane
gas with it out of the naphtha, hydro treat it.
And again, when did you first start here?

I started here in 1985, August of '85.

And the last two years at the waste water
treatment plant and the boiler house, rotating
between them?

Yes. September of '95 I went to the boiler
house, water plant. |

Okay. I think the first issue we'll talk about

is the boiler house. We have received some
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information that indicates there has been some
spillé and releases of some mercury at tle
boiler house. Are you aware of any spills or
releases of mercury at the boiler house in your
two years thereae?

No, I haven't seen anything. I've seen them
collect it in the panel there, but that's all
I've seen. Hazmat came up and put it in a
bottle.

Could you describe that a little bit more in
detail, what's that's about?

I saw them coming in there and picking it up and
putting it in a little bottle, container and
leave after they cleaned it up. It was just at
the vary end.

Would you describe that again? Was this a
control panel and there was a leak?

It wasn't a leak, it was after a repair there
was some mercury there and they cleanad-it-up.
Th@re was mefcury on the flbor?

Oon the cement floor, yeah,.

And they came in with a clean up kit and cleaned
it up?

Yeas.

MS. HAYES: Was that in the boiler

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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house, Karl?
THE WITNESS: Yes. Otherwise that's

the only time I remsember seeing any -- I heard
about, you know, it has been leaking and they
cleaned them up after a turnaround or something
down there.

'MR. BERGER: Okay. Anymore

questions on boiler house, the mercury?

BY MR. KRIENS:

Q.

Are these leaks by a sump or drains or anything
like that?

No. Right inside the panel itself, it's all
enclosed.

In a cabinet panel?

Yes.

MR. KRIENS: Okay.

BY MR. BERGER:

Qo

The next issue we want to talk about is one that
was asked of a number of staff here, and this is
in regards to the oily water sewer system.

Could you explain to me drawing on your two
years in the waste water treatment plant and
also your experience as an operator in the 37,
38 units what you believe the purpose of the

olly water sewer system here at Koch is for?

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES



U A T N T

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

It's for everything except for, you know, clean
water and everything. Dumped everything down
there, naphtha, gas oils.

When you talk about naphtha and gas oil and
things like that, are you talking about waste
water that is contaminated with this material or
are you talking about --

No, no, just the gas oil and the product from
the hydrc treater and the naphth# unit. We have
shutdowns, we dump evérything down to the sewér
systeﬁ, cily water sewer.

Is that what you were -- how did you know to do
that? Who directed you to do that or why
weren't there other procedures used to contaih
this material?

Normally it was just dowh the oily water sewers
because they were -- we had to make sure it
didn't go inte the claan-water sever. They were
specific about that, keep it out of the clean
water sewer if at all possible, which we tried,

and put it right in the oily water sewer.

‘And this in general had to do with maintenance

stuff?
Yeah, it's usually like a pump, you have to shut

down a pump and drain it to the oily water sewer

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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or like a turnaround where you drain everything
out and steam it out, clean out preparation for
maintenance.

How is it done? Was a valve just opened with a
hose connected and the hose was put intc the
oily water sewar? Could you explain éo me the
actuﬁl physical way this was done when these
materials were drained?

Some of the pumps, most of the pumps in fact,
had a lot of -- had pumping going right to the
oiiy water sewer themsalves. Some of the lines
at low points and that we would ha#e to hook up
steam hoses —-- hydrccarbon hoses rather, and
drain them from thare into the sewer.

This also includes vessels, too?

Yes.

We're talking here again about pure naphtha
methanol, methanol?

Yeah, and, you know, a lot of benzene and
naphtha, too.

Could this also include gasoline or fractions of
gasoline?

Yes.

That's what naphtha is.
Right.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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How about things like fuel oil and straight oil,

‘are you familiar those types of material?

Yeah. We would dump them down the oily water
sewer, too.

And again, this is straight oil?

Yeah, like lubricating oil, you know, where the

barrel was almost empty or just about. We just -

finished it off, tried to get as much as you can

‘in a container and then tip it over that oily

water sewer and get it all out of there so they
could take it. ft had to be completely drained
bafore they could take it.

Can you give me a range of the amounts that were
dumped or released? Was it from 2 gallons to a
hundred gallons or --

Of the ©il you mean?

Well, of anything.

Eventually several hundred gallons of the gas

oil and everything else, you know. The vessels

would have a lot of room in there and you would
have to drain it out the bottom. I would say
several hundred gallons scme days, ves.

AS a-waste water treatment plant operator, are
you notified that this is happening? Do you
want to be notified?

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Yeah, we want to be notified. Sometimes it
isn't, but who is.qoinq to know about it, you
know. ﬁorually they know now to call us. It
makes it a lot easier for us to treat what's
coming down if we ¥now what's coming.
What's your feeling about this? Did you think
it was okay to do? Did you have any second
thoughts when this was happening, releasing this
stuff to thelaewer? Did you think it was a
normal part of how you were -- |
Yes, that's what I was taught how to do.it and
that's how we.didlit.
Could thase materials have easily bean pumped to
drums or rercuted to a tank or say have some
type of vac truck or some truck come in and have
these hook;d up and taken and containerized that
way?

MR. KRIENS: In the slop ©¢il?

MR. BERGER: Right, and put back
into the system somevhere.

THE WITNESS:  Some of it probably
could have, yeah, but like I said, you opened it
up and steamed it out. We tried to get as low

as possible with it.

BY MR. BERGER:

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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What do you mean you tried to get at low as

possible?

As low as possible in the vessel. Drain out as

wuch as you can.

BY MR. KRIENS:

Q.

where would you drain it out to? Does that go
to the slop o0il?

No, oily water sewer. Which would eventually --
yeah, I suppose a lot of it goes to slop oil,
yeah.

So you drain it.out into the oily water sewer
and then after that steam claan or whatever,
continuing into the oily water ;ewer?

Yes. I suppose sometimes a vac truck could be
used, but we never used one.

Ve whre wondering not necessarily about -- well,

all of it, but not necessarily the steam

' oleaning, but if it would be feasible or any

attempts would be made to drain it out into some
truck or vessel and then take it to the slop oil

recovery?
No, we never even talked about it. We thought

it was normal procedure.

'~ When you mention naphtha, was the naphtha

something that was commonly put down there or

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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was that an unusual case, the naphtha, benzene
or --

That was common because they would ship us
naphtha and we refine it to make the high grade
gasoline.

Right, that's what I would think. Wouldn't it
be a good practice to try and retain that, I
would assume, and recover it and put it back in
so you can refine it? But in some cases is it
correct that was just dumped down the sewer
because it was the practice apparently?

Uh-huh (nods head).

BY MR. BERGER:

Q.

Could you tells us about high pH materials, hot
caustics, and low pH materials, acids, being

" releassd to the oily water sewer? Could you

tell me first how this nmaterial is generated,
you know, why —- what process was used and why
was it there I guess? o

I don't really know about why a lot of it was
there, but it came from other units. They tell
us we've got a bunch of 2pH coming down, a
couplg hundred gallons of 2pH coming or a couple
hundred gallons of high pH or something like
that. They might have cleaned something out or

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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something, I don't know what it was, but they
would tel) us something was coming down the
sever here. He would tell them to take it easy,
go nice and slow if it éaa a lot. It depends on
how our flow was through the plant.
There are, I believe, what's called
neutralization pits in the area, somevhere close
to the cperating units or vessels. Is the
purpose of those to neutralize this material
before it!'s releasecd to the oily water sewer,
ara you awvare?
No, I'm not really aware of that part of it. I
never used it when I was up in the other unit,
they just send us the material, it comes down to
the API and we try to treat it as we can.

| MR. BERGER: - I quess that's all I
have on that, unless you guys have anything
slse.

MS. HAYES: I don't.
MR. BﬁRGER: Well, let's stop for a

second. | o

(Brief break was taken.)

BY MR. BERGER:

Q.

Karl, I have a wvaste water treatment plant daily

log or audit from 4/21 and 22 of '96. The

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Qo

operators were Stevens and Aalto and the nunber
of the log is 330. It reads in the second
sentence caustic and then dash tank 304 to BS,
dumping -- poly dumping 500 gallons per minute
to NOWS. Than a little further down it states

15

pumping is done with tank dumps, now sending H20

from tank (indicating). It's number 330.

MS. WIENS: Is that something you've
seen, Karl?

‘THE WITNESS: No.

BY MR. BERGER:

Can you tell me what you think is going on.
there?

Apparently cleaning out § tanker maybe or
whatever is in that 554 tank. Should have been
to the non-oily water sawver.

Do you know vhat tank 304 is used for, what it
i&or.-? |

I'm not real sure, no.

Do you know what it's near, what units it's near
or anything about it?

Well, if they say a poly unit it's probably a
small tank in the.poly.unit, that's what I would

guess. I don't know specifically where that

tank is or what it's used for.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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BY MS. HAYES:

Qn

What are some of the responsibilities in terms
of stuff in the poly unit, do you know, Karl?
Not too much. In that area is acid and
averything else. I stay away from it; I don't
know much about it. I've been there a couple
tinia-on turnaround, pulling blinds, that'# |
about it. |

BY hn. BERGER: ~

Q.

Ancther issue that I wanted to touch on briefly,
Karl, is in regards to shipments from off site,

‘and I mean from outside of the Koch Refining

facility here in Rosemount, to Koch here. There
is a wemo here with regards to Otto Avenue site
or facility in St. Paul. Well, it just says
Otto Avenue. Do fou know where Otto Avenue is
and what that's about.

No.

This memo is dated March 11, 1996, it's from

‘Heather Faragher to Eric Askeland and it's

number 2326. The subject is hazardous waste
stuff. The fourth item on the memo reads like
this: WwWhat is the operator's liability,
rntﬁoqsibility concerning the signing of

hazardoﬁa'waste manifests. The ones from Otto

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Avenus vere from state of Minnesota? That's a
question, the ones from Otto Avenﬂe'wira from
the state of Minnescta? This brought up
specitic-quoitiohs from oparators with rega+vi to
signing these forma and their liability
(indicating). Did you have any concerns about
signing hazardous waste manifests desmcribed in

- that memo?

MS. WIENS: Do fou know anything
about what that memo is talking about before you
answer that question?

THE WITNESS: = Mot really. I don't
remember any ha;irdous waste, anything I've had
to sign with that.

" BY MR. BEﬁG!R:

Q. It has not been an issue that has --

A. No. In fact, I might not have been there at the
time. I might have been in the boiler house. I
was doing a lot of traihing at that time, I was
back and forth. o

Q. Okay. Related to that is a waste water
treatment daily audit log frbn 9/8/9%, there's
no number on this one. The log states -- and

~ you're not on this log, Karl.
A. I started about that date down theres.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES



h Q. It states environmental contaCtéd us to sign

2 manifest for pipeline truck to unload high

3 benzene materials to tank 63. There's a second

4 sintenca there but it dcesn’'t rsally pertain

5 that much. | |

6  A. Uh-huh, |

7 Q. Again, do you know anything about that, what

8 that may be about?

9 A. No, not vhat this is about. I know where they
10 send it, tank 63, which was where they would
11 send anything like that.l Anythinglﬁith any
12 vapor in:it has to go to tank €3 because it can
13 hold high toxic or anything with benzene in it.
14 Q. I see, okay.
15  °A. But otherwise I don't -- this might have been.
16 about the same day I started down thera. That
17 was about the 5th of Saptember, so I == I think
18 ‘ that uts basically training anyway.

19 Q. 89 taat:ca what kind of tank is it? 1Is thore a
20 name for it or what --

21 A. Slop tank.
22 Q. It's a slop tank, okay. With a lot of materials
23 like thii that goes --

24 A. Yeah. Ihé slop system dumps into tank 63.

25 | MR. BERGER:  That's all.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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BY MR. KRIENS:

Q.

Karl, when you mention slop,.if you have excess
naphtha or something like that; benzens, could
that go into that tank, too? 1Is it designed to
accounodate that, 4¢ you Know?
Yas. | |
Because it takes all types of slop?
Uli-huh. Sometimes you don't know what's going
in thers. It's sent from the other unit.
Basically 1t!t.a holding tank.

| MR. KRIENS: All right.

BY MS, HAYES:

a.

Karl, I wanted to talk to you a little bit about
the BS pond overflowing.
okay.

Your ipitials are on two waste water logs from

 January 15, ‘97 and February 12, 'S7. The
. nusbers ara'§97 and 1272,

It happnns that you -- it looks like you
were on ahi!t tor eveﬁta such as the BS

ovarflowing on the north end it appears. That's

what it says on the tirst one, B5 is overflowing

north and, called Heather. We should increase
flow enough to stop 6verflow and divart NOWS
into API flow. Polishing pond is 2.6 NGD. Take

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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A

Q.

A.

20

a ' look at.those, if you would (indicating).
Uh-huh (views document) .

Those hapﬁenod now almost going on a year ago.
Do'youfrncail those incidents, Karl?

I_xiinnha: a couple tiwes when it has overflowed

when I've been on, yeah.

And how dld,ypu discover those?

:Uluallj wve have to go by the north end or we

would see it. You go around and check the north

end and meke sure it's okay, there's no

overflovws.

So that was part of the routine that you would
do vhan you went out on your rounds?
‘Oh-huh (nodding) .

So did you do that once per shift or more often
than that?

A lot of times on the day shift you really
daidn't have to go way back there because you

- could see, but on night shift we had to.

So'you cou1dikind of see it from where you were
operating?

D&y shift, yeah. Night shift you would have to
go back there and turn the spotlight on to see

if -- you just look and make sure you could ses

the cement or the wall and if you could ses them
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| you know it's not overflowing.

oh, okay. So are these day or night? I didn't:
pay nttgnﬁion to the times on those.

The day shift, 0700. It's the day shift on
th;le.:

Okay. Do you r.cali-unlkinq'outland-actnally
sesing then or niginq thci'rroilfht -- the

‘overflow from the building?
Yeah, you could look right over the cement vall.

Have you been down there? You can see it from
there. | |

Uh-huh. Did it ever happan that it was
overflowing and you were there, though, right at
the time? 5 |

Yeos.

bo*yuh'rochll.in those cases whether the -- what
the qﬁlltty of the water ﬁ;s-zikhsthht was going
ovﬁr'ﬁh. tid¢? | ..

From uhat'I savw ~-

It was oily?

Not really, no, it was pretty clear.

Okay. You didn't witness ;nything like that?
No, I haven't. Not on that.particular time
anyway. I have seen oil on there, but that

wasn't overflowing and then the pond itself.

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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How iiny:tin.s did you see an overflow of B5?
Overflow?
_tm-huh .

- Maybe tvice.

Okay. You must have besn avare of the problem
uhnrn th. oily vater Bewer wvas oVerflow1Ng into
the non-oily water sewer, especially by tank

. 500, und’thoco problans?

Ytlh.

'I guess it's our feeling that it's poasiblc that

that ctunes then thc oil to end up on the BS.
noos that seen reasonable to you? _
Yeah, I suppose it could. It all depends on how
much averflowed up en top.thur¢. |
now*ogt.n 4id you ses o0il on'ﬁs on the morth
pond?- ' |

_I'dqdit.knnw;'nqyba two, three times.

I havé a log here from -- I think the date on
this is July 3, '96, but it's hard to tell
whptﬁ@rﬂit'¢LApri1,'July_or September. I don't

: knowlit ihat's a four, aeven or nina. The

nunbdt on this is 539. _

| _ You were on shirt again on this
particular date. And on this one there's a note
ﬁhat-tho polishing pond was.overflowlnqnand thah-

EAGLE BEPORTING SERVICES
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a dash and Graus. I absuna that means call

'Grnua prob¢b1y. Thntls my assumption, but -aybo

you can intcrprut that for me (indicuting)
Is this Gpaus? It could be, or grass. I don't

- kaow.

Up above thara s a rntoranca to Graus, 80 -~

oh, okny. I don't know what the other ones are.

Do yon roaall ‘this incidcnt where the palishinq
pond is ov-rtlowinq and that was documented in
the log whnn you were on shift?

Wot this onc, no, I don't. I remamber I have
cone in to wo:k and the pond haa overflowaed
bucaush ot the rain, but this particular ona,

‘mo, I don't.

All right. 8o you said you come in to work and

the pﬁpd'haa ovarflowed, and does that mean you .
'would drive by and notice it's overflowing?

Uh~huh.

You talk about it when you get in to work or
whatovur? | |
Ydah.;.o: qn“tha shift change, if the pond
uVerfinwa, you know, high water or a lot of rﬁinA
that evening. That's only happened a couple
tinés; |

Okay .
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BY MR. KRIENS:

Q-

- MR. KRIENS: You're talking
specifically about the polishing ponds when you
say that, that it's overflowed? |

THE WITNESS: oh, I'm sorry, 1 was
thinking about aﬁothar pcad.

Bi.us;'naxnsza
Q. What pond were you thinking of. |
A. I was thinking about the coker pond. On the
polishing pond, no, I don't remember that-qac
‘ovarflowing. )
Q. Not at all.
A;. I ranmibqr it going from one tank to the other,
through the piping, but that's about it.
Q. You don't remember this one though?
"A. | No, not this one.
Q. All right. Any other overflows that you're
concerned about throughout the facility?
A. No. I was just thinking thﬁt one in the coker

pohd-onco in a while, that's the only one.
MS. HAYES:  Thank you vaery such.
That's all I have.

¢

When you have those -- when you observed the BSE
pond overflows, it is the normal pchedura that
the environmental department would be notified
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of that?
It is now. When I firat atarted there it
wasn't. |

It wasn't p;#t of it?

. It was always kind of normal procedurs.

Pardon ma?
What I heard is it used to ovaxflow and nobody
s&id:npthlng. nobody worried about it.
MS. HAYES:  That was before you came
to waste vater?
| THE WITNESS: No, that was right
after I gbt there. Then Heather said that we

can't have that.
" BY MR. mm
a.
A.

And prior to that it --
That mt's 1 ves told, you know, they said it
was an ovﬁrfiow and we cut back and go from
thars. |
MS. HAYES: oncj_it'ﬁau_diicovarodf
THE thunsi: Riﬁht.

"MR. KRIENS:
Prior to you starting there in September of '957

Right.
Did anybody, do you know, attempt to sample the
area of water that had over -~ if it ponded up
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‘on the north side of that pond did they sample

the soil or any pond-d water?

A. -Not that I know of, no. I didn't see anybody do
it.
Q. All right.
BY MS. HAYBS:
Q. Karl, yau nai& it was normal progedure to do,
| and dncs thut mean it was happening fregquently?
A. ’ Not :rnquﬁntly, but I h-ard abnut it happcning.;
‘You know, -nohody said nothing about it because :
usually it was just clean water.
Q. Oh, okay . ‘80 this was béforg ths evants where
'yéufﬁnf§_an these logs? |
A. !qs..
Q. 8o pfﬁbﬂbiy was that that the fall of '96 or the

fall of '9%? .
MR. KRIENS:  '95.

BY MS. HAYRS:

Qo

Okay. And you heard about it when you started
1n thc tall of '95, 1t would go over in sbout

\that tina and Heather said no, we can't just lot-

it ga ovar? Is that what you ‘said?
Yeah, 1t'¢ ny understanding she said we can't
have that happen. That was the tirst 1 heard

 about it, and some of the other guys, too.

EAGLE REFORTING SERVICES



L I R A B N T

BORON NN N O H M P e e e e e

Q-

'MS. HAYES:  Okay.

27

I want to fpllow up, Karl, on an allegation the

'MPCA. f.ccivcd concerning spills and the
' rﬁborﬁinq of lpdlla; The question is diad

anybody at Koch, including the Koch management,

advilc yeu_nr_anyhhdy else that'you know of to
cal)l a spill less than five gallons in order -=
cécn though it may havo'hoOn-qroatﬁr than five
gailonl,.which is the reporting limit requiring
us to be notified, to call it less than five
qqilbni? Do you know of any policy Iika.that?

I hagrﬂ ét.it, that they ddn't_liks it over tive
gallons, bechuse like you said, it is
reportable.

When you say you've heard of that, you've heard

it trui #ﬁh@t peopls that it yas sort of an
unwﬁiﬁidh policy? ﬁﬁvioullyinot-a written

policy, I would assume, but sort of an unwritten -

No. _f w6n1d uay ifrit-wa- over five gallons we
would iobqrt it, but sona-pqaple would say they
would like to have lass. Hnbadyﬁhas actually
told me, you know,'it it's.lnss than five

gallons it's not reportabla.

' EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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But what I was getting at was if there is an
sffort that you knoi of for people to call it
less than five gallons even though it was more
than five? | |
Not to me, no. 1I've heard some mention it, some
becple maybe thought it was, but firsthand
1nfornat16n,'no,”not from nﬁ. Nobody has ever

- tald me nothing like that.

bkay. Do you know about the use of the fire
hydrant system to dispose of water trou BS or
lny.other:-ouxca,_wntcr that wvas huchadﬁup
basically from the waste water plant, from 87,
and disposed of from the hydrants onto land
areas? |

1 heard about it, but I wvasn't thgrezuhan it
happdﬁid.

nﬁ you knov when these niqht have happened?

¢ thlﬂk it was in the late aprinq.

Of this year? )
This year or last year. I think it iiqht have
bdan'fhis year, yeahQ

Are these -- ‘this just didn't occur while you
were oh duty at the time or at ﬁork at the tinﬂ? |
No, it didn't occur while I was tharae. |

Do you know if they occurred at night, during
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change and saybs I was gons for a vhile from uyy'

shife. | |
You work different shifts, too, night and day
and so on? | | |

Yas.

Was that th. way thoy kind ot uorhud. nhcro yogf

'alttrnnt!?

Yos.

Different pecple alternate different shifts?

Right. Yau*ibriﬁd 1ike thres dhy”-hitts in a
TOW th;n you qct a couple ett, you work three
night: and back and torth, 12 hour .hiftc

One othct ;rha Do you know at any lpills that' ﬁ

oacurr.d at tho harqo duck area tron tauks and :

what vas dono r-qardlnq the ﬁlolnup on those
spilll?
The barge deck, no.

Karl, ﬂp'fou:knoﬁ anything about this spring a

centyrifuge overfiow out of the centrifuge area
and a lot of material was drummed up. -We did

receive a report of part of that, we received a

report #n-it. Do you know ir“ﬁhht'tﬁll anount
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vas reported or if there was an effort to
diminish or yeport less than the amount that was
actually spilled out on that one? Do you know
anything about that spill? |

I think I know about that one. It was a couple
that hﬁppon&d over there in fact.

Yeah, there was a couple. Can you tell us what
you Xnow about those? |

About the amcunt, no. It was a_spiil; In fact, -
I think one of them guys got wt;tton up for
improper -- ﬁor walking arbuhd.thu bank of it by

that slop pond. But no, what the amount of it

was, no.

Okay. Does Schiomka, Donny Schlomka, usually

clean that type of material up? That's what I

Nave in notes on it.
Yeah, normsally he is called to de it.

BY MS. HAYES:

Q.

Karl, I'll interject. Do you know anything
:dbout.thi sever problem here, d@t@ripration'ot'-
the Qﬁwuiq? Hav; you.heard anftﬁihq about that
or irozyéu involved in anything on that at allé
Well, the ones over by tank 205 and 206, yeah.
What about them?

The boftqul'had -- well, it was géna=basicallf.'-
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down to dirt.

Uh-huh.

And they fixed them, put csment in thau,

okay. fnid you do any -- aid they look into it
other thgn_jﬁht the bottom part, do you“know?
As far as I know just when the&lcenonted it up.
Both the sewer drains that were down there, they
c.lnat.d3qrunad"§ho-tido and inside the sewer
itself, tou*&on1¢n't use it for a cbuplh days.
When did they do that?

I thiﬁk-i& was last year nayho.: Well, maybe it
vas this lunhnr here.

And thit's the extent of your knowledge about .
the sewer issues or anything else?

Well, I wguld have to remember the one by the
APY that ﬁﬁ§ thit ﬁrokpn pipe.

- What tbﬂﬂi ﬁhﬁt'ﬁna?

The one by the API where they had to go adig in

there tnﬁﬁﬁdphir.thtt-pipo'oh the east side of

tha API. _Thit's:thd'onlf other ons I'rcniibar

on thc”sagar iystnu.

What all do you know about that incident?

Not too much. I was doing a lot of training at

‘the time, and the one day I yas down there I was

working inside, so I didn't really go over there
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that much to sees what they were doing in it.
Just a repair of that pipe and r@placing it.
MS. HAYES:  Okay. |

BY MR. BERGER:

practices or activities at the treatment plant

32

Q. Karl, are you awaiﬁ of sinkholes forming in that
arsa where that broken pips east of the API was
eventually found? |

A. Yaah, one time I rexmembear seeing a sinkhoile
there, where it caved in where that pipe had
broke. I think that's how we hpticnd it. |

Q. Ware you avare of ninkholla toriing in that arcﬁ _
before that broak was actually_tﬁund?

A. No, to my knowledge, no. |

Q.  Okay.

'BYIHR. KRIINS:
Q. Generally, Karl, ars there any environmental

or in the refinery that you have encountsred or

aware of that you would object to or find is
iﬁproper? "
| MS. WIENS: Do you Xnow what he
means by.inp;pper or objectiqhaplq?
THE WITNESS: By what I think is
improper or what?
MR. KRIENS:  Right.
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MS. WIENS:  Are you asking for his
personal opinion? | o

MR. KRIENS:  Yeah.

™E WITNESS:  One thing that
hupptnnd in Dacember of last ysar, a lpill in
that 88 sump, the ccntrituqc area. We cleansd
it up, I think it vas lbndt'ﬁd to a hundrid_
gallons reported as zag_ab_liknow, anu_it-vnt
cleaned up. They put it into soms barrels, and
it was narkna nnnhazardouu wusta. and we asked
tham why vas that, they said because 1t checked
out not hnsardous waatc. It was kind of funny
to me becauss it was the cnntrifhga area, it was
hazardoul wvaste. But thay had chtck‘d the soil
they ssid and said it was fine, so okay.

BY MR. KRIENS:

Qo

This is the oil that was in the barrels?

Y-c;. |

When you aay - was there a spill there from the
contri!ugd thers then?

Yes, it was fron the --

What ciﬁsi& that?

The level controller in the S8 sump didn't turn
on both pumps like it was sﬁppéééd3to and it
overflowed a little bit into this area there.
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Some of it had gone out of the contained area.
When you say they saiad it ﬁaq nonhazardous, who
were they, I guess, in this casa?
Eric askeland. We had questions about it, so he
sent us a letter and said it was okay. I had
questions about it at the time. |
He told you it was tested to determine if it wadl
hdzarﬁous or not, and he said it wla‘okay?
Un-hun. |
MS. HAYES: Do you know who cleaned
that one up, Karl? |
| THE WITNESS:  Our hazmat people..
MS. HAYES:  Who Aak.d_thgquntions'

" about thnt? You and some other operator?

THE WITNESS: Yeah, me and amother
operator. We just were kind of wondotinq

because it was ldboldd?nonhagardéugr

BY MR. KRIENS:

Q.
A.

Any othnf-in¢idents that you recall or think of?

No. -
MR, KRIENS:  Thank you. Anything
else? | .. |
MR. BERGER: No.
_(Hh;reupon, the interview concluded at

1340 p.m.)
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STATE OF NINNESOTA)
} 8s:
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN) .

3‘ IT EHOWH, that I, MILO BALLINGRUD, Court

Repoyter, Jic in and for the County of
- Henngiin, st.e.‘ﬁf‘:ﬁh certify that the

im-® true rt#bhd'ot the interviev of
,  and reduaed to writing in aceordapce

leh(u& tﬁ.noqraphla‘natoc ‘made at said time and
. plm; :

I !urthor ehrtlty thlt T am not a relative or
enple ‘or ‘attorney or sounsél of any of the
partiem or a znlativ. or anploycn or such attornty

or cmul ;

zzat I am not financially interested in the
act -anﬂ have. no oontyict with the partias,

8 with an intevest in the
cts or has a substhntial tendency

/ P sy
qtatfhet my tuptrtiiaity.
IN WITNRSE nunnsor, I have herasunto set my hand

on this 21ist day of November, 1997.

Rotary 9upli¢, aunntpin county, Hinnasota

My Commission Expires January 31, 2000.
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