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MR. BERGER: Just a little bit of an..
introduction here, Ruth. As you are aware,
MPCA 1a cohductinq a civil investigation that
is focusing on Koch Rofinihq's opcratien and a
variety of envircnmental related situations
that have developed since an inspection h& the
NPCA here in April of_this year. We were
seeking your coopcrntionfin obtathing some
information regarding these situations. At
this time you do not have to answer these
questions if you do not sant to, thix is
woluptaty by you; you ars not obligated te do
it.

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh.

MR. BERGER:  The information we
obtain in thi# 1nv¢stigat1§n may be used in an
lﬂlinintraﬁive, civil or criminal enfcrcement

_ action. ' The MPCA is free to choocse one of

DY MS.
Q.

these actions, and if we chouse one it does

‘not preclude us from choosing another one in

the future. Any questions about that
information?
| THE WITNESS:  No.
HAYES:
Ruth, my name is Mary Hayes and I work for thu'

RAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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'Ninﬁasota Pollution Control Agency in the

division of water gquality. Would you be
willinq to state what your pesition was with
Koch, how long you vere hor-, tspncinlly about
the past five years what your position or
po-;tgﬁnu were and basically what that means
your respensibilities were.

Uh-buh. In regards to the past five years,
say 1991 Ippraxiihtcly, 1 was vorking with the
safety department at Koch as a -- it vas |
torlnd assistant safety chief, but actually it

' was just regular safety officer with a

glorified name. I worked that position for

-aﬁproxinatoly two years and went to be an

opcrations supcrvisor. o@erutions shitt
supervilor.
when 4id you become operations shift

.up-rvisor?

1 -would venture to say that was probably '93,
layho uavonbcr.

And that was your captcity until you left?

_ That was uy cnpncity whan I left.

lhnn.did you leave?
July ‘of this year, '97.
And in that capacity your responsibilities?
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As safety oy ~-

Could you give us both?

Okay. rdr safety you were responsible for
emergency response in the plant. You would
give smafety training, you would maintain
equipment, trucks, hydrants, fire systems, et
cetera, et cetera, respond to medical
enargencies, train employses.

And then in your latest capacity?

As operation shift supervisor initially you
start out that's called junior shift
supervisor, or used to, which essentially you
are in training at that point along with your
partner. At that time thers were two people
on shift on off hours who ﬁould bhe for all

_practical purposes plant manager in off hours.

You are in charge of running the plant and
balancing systems and taking care of whatever
came up, foilowinq guidelines as far as your
specs go, fulfilling any kind of enforcement
illﬁis as far as pérsohn§1 or safofy or
iniirunnhntal. One of those jobs was
environmental reporting. If it was an

environmental incident we would be notified

_and our directives ware to call the

EAGLE REPORTING SBRVICES
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environmental on call engineer, go down, get a
report, f£ill it out, pass on that informatiocn
to management as soon as possible. Worked a
lot with the enwvironmental engineers as far
as, you know, what's reportable, what isn't.
Genexally speaking we erred on the safe side,
kind of a covexr ocur butt sfutcn. And if in
doubt you talk to the environmental engineer.
We always had a list who was on call.

Okay, thank you. I'm going to start off
talking with you about tﬁo areas of overfloews,
coker pond overflowing and the B5 and north
pond-aﬁirflﬁving. I'1]l start by saying that a
meno you suthored, and the number is 1469, the
date i=s rcbruary'zi, 1987. A quick note, |
storm watef inventory lower, spray irrigation
ttchniqu.; lower lagoon may be easier to get
approved. The logistics are good for pumping
over. bmupf ponds are high,_n@cond.punp over
pressurs, sewer by tank 500. ‘Dike coker ponds
road with coke fines if needad. Railroad
comes unglued if it gets té their ditéh. Let
me ask you about the last part of this first.
The technical terminology.

Yoﬁﬁ. So basically it sounds like yoﬁ're

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Q-

A.

suggesting that a dike be built?

Yes.

Because ponds were getting high?

Right. W%hat would happen is on occasion,
sspecially durinqkltofn conditions, we
wouldn't be able to keep up with the coker

pond capacity. I isagine you're somewhat

familiar with our issues down there with
trying to get it cleansd out and not having a
lot of capacity. If you had big storm it all

~comes down there and it would just be a

contain-cnt issue. You don't have snough punp:
to.qct rid of it at that time because you
don't have the capacity to hold it. You know,
just too much coming at you to get rid of the
sans amount coming in. So at that time what
we would do on occasion is talk with the coke -
loaders, and -- are you familiar ﬁith the coke
piles down thqrc? I would ask them if they
would put up a quick dike across the road so
it didn't actually hit ground and it stayed |
contained.

So case by case?

Yeah, it was temporary. It was che of these

deals where, you know, it was pouring at 3:00

BAGLY REPORTING SERVICES
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BY MS.

Q.

in the morning and you know they're getting
high, so rather than haye it go across and go

_in the ditch and hit the ground and
contaninate the ground you would build a

little impromptu dike thnrt'for the time being

. antil you pﬁnpod it oft.

MR. ADAMS: §o it would be on the
vest side of the ponds across the two
railroads tracks there?

THE WITNESS: Right, yeah.

- ADAMS:

You could keep it from overflowing the papds?

plain ground there, that's going to sogk.
That would have an environmental impact, where

Right, and going into the railroad. That's

if you oan keep it on the paved area at least
you aren't having that kind of impact.
HAYES:

Ana the railroad isn't coming unglued either?

That's true. Needless to say thers were scme
instinces in the past, which I'm sure were
topoftod anyway, that it aid:go]ovar a few
times and the railroad would be very
concerned. They would thcir people down there
doing switches and they don't know what's in

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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Q.

A

10

there, all they can do is see there's
tonnthing there. We would do everything we
could to minimize that.

ADANMS :

‘0id jt ever occur in the winter wheres water

would overflow and fresze and you have like an

ice skating rink out there?

No, I've never sesn that happen. Usually in
wintor we have a little better handle on

naintaiuing our balances. You don't have the

tremsndous thunder storm type of situation.

8o you wouldn't have that right now,

incriqihle'flow that you do during a storm

siﬁuition.

KRIENS:

It's easisr to manage the watgf levels in the

coker pande?

In the coker ponds, right.

HAYBS:

How oftan dia it happen that there were dikes

_?fiﬂbhtiﬁtly put there and it ran over like

that, how often do you recall that happening?
I can't remember any time in the -- let's say
in the past two years, since we started

implementing that kind of by the seat of your

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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pants when you have to, I don't recall it

going over. I'm not saying it couldn't have,
but at least on iy shift I'm not aware of it.
KRIENS: =

But other times, you mentioned a few instances
vhere it aid?

Yesh, and I'm not sure of the exact time frame
of that.

Was there cone in particular where the railroad

beacame very concerned?

Yaah.
Apparently there was a fairly sizable one?

.Uh~huh.

And they weuldn't go into the area?
Yeah. ' | _
Could you describe that particular event?

'y can't dsscribe it in depth. I mean, I

recall, v@gucly recall the situation, but I
vas not directly involved in it. Rather than
give you any bad 1n£brnatibh I would have to

say whatever you have reported would probably

- be Yonr'bast documentation on that one.

I don't know if we did get a report on it
actually.
MR. ADAMS:  Not that I know of. The

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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BY MR.

most recent report was when there was a 12
inch rain out here, whatever the quantity was,
and that was probably this summer, and that
was reported.

THE WITNESS:  This was a couple
years ago at least. '

MS. HAYES: Here it is (indicating).
KRIENS: |
This is from September of '94?
That could be. It vas a while back.

MR. ADAMS: What dpcp that say, Don?

MR. KRIENS:  That says there will be
& pump moving water from difch west of coker
pond into the coker pond. Railroad will not
make any switches until ﬁha ditch is clesned
up. After water is pumped out the weeds will
be removed from the contaminated area. This
was & vaste watar treatment plant log.

MS. WIENS: What was the date and
nunber? |

MS. HAYES: .The date is
September 14, '94, no number.
iRIEHS:
You mentioned the on#ironn@ntal department
would be notified of these insatances, and do

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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you know what action was done to clean this

~ one up other than removal of the weeds?

No, I don't exactly. I wasn't personally
izmediately involved in that one.

- To your knowledge was it a fairly big one

since the railroad would not go into the area?
It was very unsightly,.but I don't know
quantity-wise. It was unsightly. I know
thers vas some remediation taken, but to what'
extent I don't know.

BY M8. HAYES:

Qc

Diﬁ.you;lay vhen we were talking about when
this happened hov often it happened, did you
state that you werse sure we were notified, is
that what you said earlier?

¥Well, I personally didn't notify you, so I
guess I can’t state that I know for a fact.

'our'quidnktnos wvould suggest that you should

be notified. Like I say, on my shift you
would have ﬁn.n. _

Who en your shift would have notified us, you?
Yeah, if I would have bheen on. The chain
vhich we would go through is I would call the
environmental angineer on call and they would

make the all notifications. I suspect that is -

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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more than likely what's referred to in that.
| MS. HAY#S: Does that go across the
board for any type of overflow or spill?
THE WITNESS: -. Right. Wwhen in doubt
call environmental. A lot of that is just a

case of covering ourselvss bacause we aren't

exparts, you know, and we're much better off

contacting them and waking them up at 2:06 in

- the morning for essentially nothing than not

A.

roportinq it and having it come back atound on
you,

FRIENS :

Ncri.ynu.involvud in any other spills of any
nature vhere you actually wero_involvad_with
#he cleanup part of it?

Yeah. lﬁ a.nattcr of fact, I've been involvéd :
in a fev with the vaste vater and was 1n§olv04
with_tha clsanup. We had an API-dverflaw. I
viuh I had a bettesr iqpory as far as the time

' frams, but it was approximately this spring.

I was actively involved in that. That was off
hours. We had hazmat out that night and had
them start cleaning up the gravel and so on
and so forth. It was standard procédure that

we followed through on that, or at least made

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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sure -- you know, depending if -- let's say if
it was 20 below and nothing was going |
anyﬁhere, you know, we might wait until the
day shift and piople c#ue in to do it, but
thﬁ£ would be taken care of. If it was any
kind of ioakinq condition you had to take care
of it right then.

ﬁLYISz

Explain what that means, take care of it.
ﬁnll, number one, call environmental, the on
bail.ingineur. We would at that point call
thc'hatlit'drew and have them come in. They
icre.liccnscd and knowledgeable in that, and
essentislly it wvas up to them, From the point
they wers contacted and shown where it was,

they take care of it from that point on. They
-wtrt'undtr the direct supervision of

snvironmental.
So vhen you wera in the safety dapartment you

also discoversd overflows or that kind of

“thing back then, too?

One of the things you did in the safety
department, too, you wer@, quot§ unquote, a
rover, so part of what you did wasfihep your
eyes open and rsport any unusual conditions

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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1¢

and act on them. 8o in that case I gueas any
coke employee is expected to do that, if they
see something unusual to contact nanﬁgennnt of
some sort and get the process going.
I think yesterday Eric Thraen stated safety
wvasn't responsible for‘lpill reporting, I
thought that's what he stated. L

MR. KRIENS:  Observation or r.sponqi
part of it maybe. The reporting -- internal
reporting perhaps, but it sounds like anybody
might have some rnsponsibilit& for that.

THE WITNESS:  Absolutely.
KRIENS: '
If you observe it, report it to hazmat or
whocvér_in responsible: for cleanup and also to
the envircnmental d‘p’rt!tnt?: _
Uh-huh. As faxr as that goes if a ocontractor
driving through here and they ses an unusual
or dangerous condition they are expected to
raport that igne&iatcly. You can pretty much
tell if something is pouring over semevhere
it's not supposed to be doing that.
HAYES: |
I guess I'm interested in knowing, you know,
what kind of training, what kind of protocol

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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in general there is for spills.
'Oh, okay.

I_thinkffou'v- stated what it was for you when
‘you wers shift supervisor.

Yeah, and also ve had our continuous training..
Mhat would that entail? |
laiiéal&y for OBHA lﬁﬁ process safety training
pnnditid'uhtrcfyou want through X amount. One
of those, Lh fact, was a hazmat typi of |
scenario that as an ewployes here you had to
go through on a regular basis. So you had to
be aware or:sptlls, you had to have a general
idea of the response. You didn't have to be a
cqrtifiﬁd expert to go in, but you certainly
had to be.tlniliaf with guidelines as far as
how Koch deals vith thenm.

Can you-dcﬁcriho those a little bit? What do
you mean by that? | |

The quidolin.g:tor a spill?

Uh-huh.

Essentially I already 4id. . You notify the
envirommsntal on call, the chain of command
for noﬁification on thaﬁ in regards to the
response. A lot depends on what kind of spill |
it is. Obvicusly if you have a gasoline spill

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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there would be safety implications as compared
to some water spilling somevhsre. Some of
that wvould be just an emergancy response
xnowledge and a background as far as how you
would raspond to that in an apgrbpriatc
manner. If you have a qasolind spill you
don't drive a car into it as an exawple. A
iot of it wvas common sense, but there are
written guidalines. |

HR.'AnAHS= If you have an idea of
the guantity of the spill, the magnitude of
the problem f.litod to gquantity, if it was a
file gallon spill versus 50 or a hundred
galleons, you would look at that and consider
wvhat kind of responsibility you had? Did you
have a working knowladge what a reportable
quantity range might be?
| THE WITNESS: I had a relatively
good idsa of reportable quhntity as far as
hydrocarbon goes. Some of it -- well,
nctunllf most of it you would'reiy on the
environmental on call engineer again. Let's
say our hazardous waste,'the waste water, that
was always one of those where, you know,

vhat's classified as hazardous and what isn't.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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There was snough legalities there where you
would call. |

ADAMS:

But you understood five gallons that wvas a
hydrocarbon?

Yeah. Once again, it was our directive if yoﬁ
have a spill you call. And it was the
environmental oi call person, they had
ownership and responsibility for the actual
decision on what vas # notification and what
wasn't. We don't have the expertise for that.
You were describing it for the environmental
engineer on call and figure out betwean both
of you what a reportable guantity would be?
Oh-huh, uh-huh.

And the environmental enginesr on call would
be responsible for reporting this?

Correct. And we could Imaybe give a little
hackgrouﬁd; you know, where it came from, for
instance in waste water, what part of the
process, et cetera, et cetera. You kﬁow.
wvhether it wai cement or ground, you know, you
have all the specifics. As far as the actual
decision about what's a notification and what

isn't, that wasn't our area of responsibility,

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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ours was to contact the=n.
In general those are pecple like Heathar and
Eric Askeland and Tony Forman back a few years

ago?

Oh-huh.

Those are some of the names I'm familiar with
that worked here. ‘

Right.

So those pecple would decide?

And then if there was any doubt, say if you
waru'discussing hazardous wvaste down on the
vaste vater on thelr siludge issue, we vere by

all means encouraged to call the expert in

‘that area because maybe your air guality guy

isn't your best resource for sludge in waste
water. We were familiar with who to call
about what if there was any kind of gray area
typa of question.

. ﬁnthxs: - You mean like if the on
call person happened to be an air parson you
try-to reach Bric or somebody who you know had
the knowledge instead of the on call person?

 THE WITNESS:  Well, he would call
the on call perscn, you would notify them
because it's their responsibility at that

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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particular time to make that decision as to
vhether it's a notification or not. You know,
usually yoﬁ talk to that person, pretty open
discussion, and if they say geez, I'm pretty
sure, but it's really not my area, essentially
let's tﬁlk to Heather or Eric or whoever. You
knqw, you would get that process going, but - 
you would still always have to report first to
that on ca;i.jﬁnt io you kapt 1t'chronoloﬁic.
You start hypngsing-p.¢p1. and, you know, no
one knows who is contacted.

KRIENS: |

Was there #ny poligy or understanding or even

& directive from let's say wmanagement that

spills should be minimized to less than five
yallons so that vasn't reportable?

¥o. |

The reason I ask is because there was an
allegation made that that was the case.
Absolutely not. 'Tpo.oaly reason I'm aware of
that is I-havq:a strong wast§ water
background, number one, and as a shift
Iuporvilor.you'tnik to environmental peoplae,
you know, to where -~ |

You know what's going on?

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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You gather a layman's understanding. But no,
there isn't any directive in any way, shape or

form.

'So would an 1,800 gallon fuel oil spill in

your understanding be a repertable spill to

us?

‘God yas.

Or a 500 gallon gasoline spill?
Yesh. That wouldn'tlcvgn'-— I guess that
would be no elunéut of doubt on something like

BY MR. ADAMS:

Q.

A.
.Q.

I guess a good case in point would be the API
overflow you mentioned in late spring. It
overflowsd into a manhole I believe?

Yeah, YQIh. |

And bypass piping goes from the API. And that
was reported to us. I ingcinﬁ_the person on
shift got ahold of the environmental engineer?

‘I vas on shift for that one. That was also

one of those where -- you need that expertise.
What do you.call that? Is it water, is it
0il? You've got a little bit of hydrocarbon,
a little water. You know, is this five |

gallons? Well geez, I don't know.

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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The sludge in the bottom of tha API is

. -hazardous waste?
- Right, uh-huh.

8o like you saw vater fldwing out of that it's
hazardous waste? |

Right. And do you loock at that as a total or
do you look at that as well, if it went over
it must have been watar and oil and not
sludge. That's wall beyond my area of

sxpertise and that's why we make the

notitication.

You mentioned a couple other environmental
incidents you dealt with. Could you mention
those other than the API?

We had an overflow down at the centrifuge,

there's a sump down there. That was probably

within a month, within a relatively short time
frane froh.thﬁflfi ohe. What happéned was the -
level indication on the sump was bad and |
ovatfloued. _fhera is a little containment
ﬁit;‘and that filled up and it went over and
did touch this surrounding ground. Same kind
'of-fhing, wve ended up reporting that. There
yas'a lot of cleqnipg up done on thgt. They
dug up the whole arsa on that. There was a

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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big investigation by the company on that one.
Do you remember any other problins around the
API? Some of the memos I have read in the
past talked about sink holes developing and a
crane fell, one of the crane oupports fall in
a hole and it was associated with a leak in
the bypass pipe that goes from the API, which
has -uhgtquontiy been replaced. Is that'
sonnthin§ that you rsmember?
1 saw some pictures. I heard about it. I
wvasn't directly invelved in it.

Hﬁ. ADANS: okay .

MS. HAYES: I don'‘t have anymore
questions on overftlows. By:on,-do you?
ADANS:
Not on the oily w&tar. I was wondering if you
remenber any situntioni where tanks were being
hydro tested and.thn water from the hydro.
testing were pumped over land and down to the
lower lagoon, is that a sitnation you had any
involvement on your shift?
1 don't recall that.
HAYES:
pack real quickly to the memo thai I discussed
with you when I opened this up. There's a

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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discussion about the coker ponds overflowing

onto tha rqilrohd, but there was other

discussions prior to that. Let me find the
.ncuo. I'm inhdlring it you daﬁ_tcll us about

that (views documents) .
You have to read {t tc me again.

Why don't you read it and tell me what that

means befors the underlined part of that.
(views document} That meant we were having

wvater inventory problans.an far as high

~ levels. Most likely BS, tha lower lagoon, and

the fire vater system itself.

KRIENS:

ﬂhgt-do you mean by the statement there lagoon
or spray of irrigation technique?

Are you finili&r with the lower lagoon?

Yes.

It would have bsen for the logistics of how to

get rid of the wator,'yoh know, guantity-wise.
8o what does it iiﬁn? You wpuid discharge it
to the lower lagoon?
MS. HAY$S= Is that suggnltihq'one
possibility?
THE WITNESS:  Right, right, as far

as containlont_qonn.
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26

KRIENS :

But this has to do with the storm water
inventory, lower laqoon or spray irrigation
technique. ILower lagoon may be easiar to get
approval. What does that mean? Does it mean
putting coker pond water there or storm water?
Storh water. The storm water and the fire
water systen all tie in.

Right.

And if ve get pump limited or for some reason
limited in going over to the polishing ponds,
thcn ve were ouqontially the fire punp.
options, you know, as anoth&r ohe.

§o is that what you inan by tho'apray'
irrigation technique? |

Yeah. |

What would you do there?

Basically flushing out some hydrants out in
the tank farm. | |

In order to get rid of the water?

Yeah. |

S8o would be using the hydrant system to
dispose of water?

Yeah.

ind that would come in this case -~ in this
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~ instance do you know which pond that would

have came from, rFebruary 237
Ganerally speaking ﬁa're using the -~ we hava
tvo sets of fire pumps néw, ve have them both
on theinorth and south side, and usually the
primary is the north side, the old one, and in
all probability it was'camihg frun Bs.

- MS, WIEBNS: Do you know where it was

- coming from?

BY ‘MR,
Q.

THE WITNESS: Not for a fact. It

" was all how the pressure control vas set up.

SRI‘&B:
ﬂn'jau would pump water out of BS via the

" hydrant to where? Where would it have been

disposed off?
Somewvhere in the outlining tankage arsa so you

don't have problems with ice, et catera, et

_ cetera.

On one dccusion, I think January, it was

flushed to the wetland, low area.

oh, okay. :

1 think they called it the runoff pond.

Yeah, that vas done. I was on for that one.
MS. WIENS: Could we take a break

for a second?
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(At this time a short break was taken.)

BY MR. KRIENS:

Q.

"R,

Q.

8o when you say spray irrigation technique and
then go on to say lower lagoon may be easier
to get approved, to get approved by who?
ﬁnvironnontal. ' '

The envirommental dapartment?

Yeah.
80 you're writing this to Rick Legvold and

Brian Ruth?

Y think I hhve,chther copled, don't 17?7
Right. 8o would the environmental department.
then approV¢.which way you dispose of the
water?

We would ask for some diroction on that.
There vas some discussion about that
particular situation, you know, essentially
what's the best way to balance the water
system, and environmental was involved in

that.

In this particular time, February 23, why
don't you just discharge it to the river via
the noriAI == €0 the polishing pond?

This is an example where we could get in some

problems with our water balance. You have X
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Q. .

29

amount of pumps going across. One scenario is

you could basically be wide open and still be

high.

Be high? The flow?

In your water levels.

Okay. I'm not foliawind'you. |
s, HAYES:  I'm not either. You say
you could be wide open but you could still be
high, wide open —- |

KRIENS:
'Inuuthar words you had a closed flow through

the pump out of 877
BPut still have a rising level is possible.
As ohe possibility anyway?

Uh-huh. Or another example, let's say you

have some punmps down for maintenance, you
*iﬂﬁt be 1imited thers as far as how many

*.pulpp you have avajilable for you dogn'thsra.

Any nusber of possibilities.

In'rtb:na§y I notice - I don't want to take a
lot of time to run through the logs, but --
well, anyway, assuming that the 87 —-- that
there wanfplenty'of flow, because ny
understanding is I think we locked into that
flow cbnltriction; and I think it was actually

' EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES



O ® N AWM e WwON M

NN NN e e e e e e e s e
B WON O W O N R e W N O

nN
o

Q.

capable of pumping quite high flows, I think
it wvas up to well ovof;scven million gallons a
day.

I tﬁink we can get five.

Yeah. And usually the plant flow is, you
know, a couple million or thereabouts,
somewhere in there, and I'm talking about the
actual sludge flow, and then you have the
storm water flow coming in there, too.

Right.

Let me back up. What does to 1.0 units mean
when they say dropped to 1.0 flow over the
polishing pond?

The agquation there, it's a GPM per unit
sguation. I would have to be quessing right
now. .

The rsason I Sring it_up is in the operator
logs they bring that up and in memos, too,
that it dropped to 1.7 units, dropped to 2
units, sometimes it dropped to no flow through
the polishing ponds bacause the ammonia level

- was high going out in order to dcéonnodate

that. So it appears to me at least that on
most occasions that Y've =seen ih the reports

and in evaluating the pumping capacity that

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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usually thay could accommodate almost any flcw..
over the polishing ponds. Hﬁybe wa could get
into that analysis, but that's why I wanted to
bring it.up, becruse it appears to me a lot of
times they actﬁally restricted the flow frpn |
thn.wa-ta water plant which would leave a lot
of flow avnilnbla from the B5. That's why I'm
vondering, instead of flushing it out on land
talking about it here (indicating), why
wouldn't it'just go thrbuqh -= ovar the
polishing ponda?

Wa have had some scenarios with high ammonia
that I am aware of where they r.strictcd
there, and the net result was a high water
balance. '

lighﬁ. “And that gets into the scenario whnrq
they so-called stacked water, where you would
have high ammonia levels in the polishing
pond, ﬁcrhaps high ammonia in 87, so you back
it up to the BS pond because of the high
ammonia levels. )

Right.

" In Pabruary of '97 there were three days,

February 25, 26 and 27, where the water was

flushed out from hydrants three days in a row
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toward the end of the month. In that month
the ammonia levels were really quite high and
they were having a lot of difficulty meeting
iinitations. In'fact,_thay were bumping fight
up to the adge. I don't havé the numbers to
do the math balance, but it looks a little bit
suspicious. Do you know why it was done these
three days? |
As a matter of fact I happsned to be on shift,
I believe day shift over that weskend, and
that was where it was directed down into that
vetland area. |
I'm talking about the February 25, 26, 27, not
the January one. The January one I think was
a weekend. |
Okay.
I'm talking about February 25, 26, 27.

MS. WIENS: Do you know what days
those are?

THE WITNESS:  Off the top of my head

. without referring back to my schedule then,

BY MR,
Qo

no. I would have to get any old schedula.
mrms:
Do you have a schedule for those?

Not handy. I could get a shift supervisor
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schedule. At any rate, if you want to go on

about what you are referring to.

Sure. Maybe we can try and get that shift
suparvisor schedule on those thrae days. We

do have doocuments that show that water was
flushed out in hydrants the next to the last

33

days of the month. Do you know why that would

have bewn done?

Like I said, without looking at that, I'm
familiar with the scenario, you know, soms of
the reasons and so on and so forth, |
Was thof.“dilculaion intarnally to get ri& of
water in o:dnr.to maintain the ammonia
ligitation, to meet the limitation ocut of the
vaste ﬁttnf plant, out of the polishing pond
discharge to the river?

There was concern over the ammonia levels

" cbviously.

But were there any discussions that you knhow

of or ybu'?oro'invélvcd with of people using

the hydrants in order it make sure the ammonia

- 1limit vas wat out of the river?

Yes.
Could you describe that one, those

discussions, please?
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Actually myself, with my waste water
background, we were in danger of viélation at
one point.

At what point?

I wunld.havp to look back at my dates and
stute, |

All right. Go ahead.

At any rate, tho term spray irrigation, I have

. a waste water background, a B license, and at
'inr.rato, if the options are going to the

river and violﬁtinq, which has a definite
snvironmental impact, or basically doing the
spray irrigation, if it's an ammonia issue I
personally teai liks-it‘iiiorh envirommentally
triendly.

When did that occur?

It wvas last winter.

And you had discussions internally about that?
Yeah.

Hh.thar-to go tO'th§ river?

Yeah.

would it have been the February time, do you
xnow? |

God, I'm not sure.

When you talked about violation, was it a
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monthly average ammonia? You mentioned you
ware in danger of violnting.the linit.

I'm not sure if it wvas ﬁonthly.or daily. I
knew we were on the edge. I wasn't working
directly out of that area, so on a daily basis
I wasn't aware of the exact effect. I knew it
was an issue, we had problems.

Who was involved in those discussions?

Hj;olf. Steve pavid, Heather, Brian Ruth.

What was the nature of it?

The nature of the discussions was essentially

I was in favor of it as far as being an

- environmentally friendly way to deal with it.

BY NB.

- The legalities I was not sure about needless

to say. I talked to the environmental and
Brian about it, and essentially they also
viewed it as a gray arsa, you know, and
planh.d on ~~ Heather was against it,
unequtvoc311y=§gaiqst it, she didn't have
dofinitlﬁe_stutr'riqht there.

HAYES:

Hhr; thers discussions about the mérits of
discharge over the weekend, how would that

- would be a better option?

I was not involved in that whatsoever.
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BY MR.
Q.

36

Did you hear about that, though?
Yes, but I was not involved in those
discussions.

KRIENS: |

When you talked to Heather, Steve David and
Brian Ruth and you were in danger, apparently,
of exceeding the MPDS, the permitted discharge
lilitaiion for ammonia, then the decision was .
mads to discharge on land in order to meet

that =0 you wouldn't continue to put water cut -
and axceed it.

No. BEssentially that_wnl.tablcd into ~- wa
aren't quite sure where it stands, we don't
think it's illnqil per se, you know, by the
letter of the law it was probably not illegal,
and we aren't -~ '

I'm not talking about that part. You were

. facing a situation where apparently, as you

said, it wvas Qoing to exceed the limitation,

. %0 you met and then a decision was made in

order to not do that, it was decided to spray

it on lanaz

Uh-huh.
MS. WIENS: I think you are talking
about January spray and she is talking about
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Q.

MR.

prior conversations. Can you clarify for her
the time franes?
KRIEWS:

37

I'm not talking about in January, I just asked

it thare was any occasion when you met because
of a concern of exceeding the limitation and
acciﬂnd to discuas this other option. And you
mentionsd pohotinn during the winter, but you
wuroﬁ't.uuru when. -

or it might have been aarly.fall, too. It was
a weskend, I vas on midnights, and I remember
I mat vith nfian, Steve David and Heather.

MS. HAYES: You think early fall of

f!s, is that vhat you're saying?

THE WITNESS: It could be.
KRIENS: '
Is it possible it was about the first part of
Novembax?
Uh-huh, yeah.
You're not sure if it was the first part of |
Novesber, but it wouldn't have been a nonthly
avurlqo because that obviously would have bcen
in joop;rdy, it would have been a daily
maxiwum?
Yeah. As far as the specifics on that,-it'
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wouldn!t be my job to track that.
Okay. ‘
MR. VOYLES: He's also asking if
thers was a decision made in that meeting.
¥as there a decision made in that meeting?
. THE WITNESS: There was not a true
decision made per se. As I recall it came out

a8 long as we were not in direct violation, it

' we were not violating when we initiated it

BY MR.

Q.

that it would not ba, guote unguote, illegal.
But, and this is a huge gualifier, it was also
tabled that morning in the senée of everyone
kneﬁ that no one had a thorough_undnrutandinq
ﬁf that sﬁccific'litugtion and assnnfiglly
HAeather was directed to look into it further
and coms up with a guideline on it.

XRIENS:

When you say that as long as you were not
vioiatihg, you_inan violating at -- are you
taikinq qhout-vioiating the affluent Linit at
the time? | |

Right.

Or violating some atﬁte or federal rule?

No, the affluent.

86 if you wara:not in danger of violating the
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anmonia affluent at the time it was decided it .
would be acceptable then to -—-

Tentatively.

To go ahead.

A biq qualifier. This was not a definite yes,
by all means, this is on tne order of well,

you know, right here and.naw from our
understanding we don't think it is illegal,

but we need to look into this a lot further.

I understand that. We kind of have back and

forth on that. .

This was one of the seat of your pants, you
know, 7:00 in the morning mestings and I'am
saying I need guidelines on this and really
starting to look into it.

I understand. I'm trying to understand the
circumstances of that situation. Apparently
then the water was discharded on land atter
that?

Uh-huh, uh-huh,

¥henever that was during the winter at some

| point because the standard was in jecpardy of

baihg exceeded?
Bacause of that, and it was basically -
But it wasn't being exceeded at the time?
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BY MR.

40

Right, right,.
MS. WIENS:  Did you understand what
his gquestion was about, why the fire wvater

generally was discharged?
THE WITNESS: It has gotten a little

'qontuscd here.

KRIENS:
I was talking about the February one. I don't
think we got to thu.ﬁahuary. I think Mary
mentioned the iinuary one, I don't think I got
to that. To make it easier I'll go through it
step-wise and start with one of the first ones
ve know abgut that we're interested in.

‘We had soma'logs we ravieved, the vaste
vater treatment plant logs, the satcty_nhitt

' logs and memorandums that talk about the

flusﬁinqn hare nnﬁ'th;:e, ;o that's vhere ve
got the information, and in distussion with
Koch staff. I want to talk about this in
particular. 1In Novesber of '96 the 1n{1unﬁt
ammonia load to the plant was really very
high. Novembar 3 it was real high, high
loads. I hﬁliavo it was the s-gondlhighést
after December 22 smmonia load to the facility
during the year and a half period, year and

' EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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five months or no'wn evaluated this. Barr

Engineering aotually eveluated it. I'll just

.xun through sone namoranduns on thi- or

operating logs. On October 24 Haathor sent a .
semo to various pecple.

po you know what day that was, what day of the

‘week?

ruursday. I don't see your name on them.

| M5. HAYES: What was the date we
were chicking the day of the week?
!IIIHB:. ‘

'Thumudny,.OGtobcr 24. 8o this is a memo from
'H.athnr that ttlknd abhout the annual toxicity

tcltinq cotinq up, that tqsting will be done
by &n outtid. 1ab and so on, be sending river
und fianl attlnont sanples to -- the sample
collnctiom will gtart the 4th of Novesber and

last through the 7th. It talks about that.

.  0n uovdnﬂpr 3 there's an aporating log that

‘talkl about spocial ammonia testing on 87 for
jwss and llnonia coming up with relatively hiqh
-.auunnit, the TSS 72, and the ammonia is 110._

' !hora is also ‘a comment here that in the log

drop off a copy ot Heather's 1etter, retcrring
to tha October 24 letter, to the shifties for

EACLE REFORTING SERVICES
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toxicity sampling and testing starting Monday,
November 4. Then there‘s a note they cut flow

to the river from the waste water -- or from

" the affluent polishing pond to 1.7 units.

Okay.

‘Then there's a November 3 memo from Dave

Gardner that talks about the special teating
results. Again, it mentions limit flow to
river to two_uniti, a comment that I hope
these moves prove sufficient in l{ght of
tomorrow's annual toxicity testing. Then
November 3 thers's an operating log tht

states safety to open three hydrants on west

tank farm on ground to help get rid of water.

This ocourred from about 7:00 p.m. that
svening until 7:00 a.m. the next dgy, which
uoulé have bean Monday morning.

thgt was probably when I had that wmeeting,
that's my best guess. S8trictly a guess,.
There isn't a notation in the safety logs
about this discharge. Our understaﬁding then
is that the hydrant was flushed during that
nighttime period to get rid of water. Were
you involvaed with that incident?

I would have to look at my schedule, but that
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is most likely what prompted that morning
ieoting. |
MS. HAYES:  What morning was that?
THE WITNESS:  That would have been

'somdny morning.

' November 4. So that might have been the

mesting at that time to try -- well, in the
morniing it would have bean after the fact of
the flushing?

Right, where I would have started it, you
know, and probably passed that on and asked
tor.ﬁuidelines_aa far as, you know, is this
kosher or is it not. |

The flushing terminated 7:00 a.m. to my
understanding, so at that time, or sometime in

" the morning you met Heather, Steve David?
| ub-hgh. It vould have been right after 7:00
" in morning. I don't know if 1 would say that

in.ltone, 7:00 is exactly when it was turned
off.

MR. VOYLES: Are you sure it
happened that night before you asked the
qucs?ién, or could the neetiﬁg have occurred
before that November time, do you know?

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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" THR WITNESS: I don't know.
without -- I don't have any notes on this
;tu;z,.hut, yoﬁ xnow, just from memory, and a
1otlot this is speculation as far as that's
prdbpbly vhan I met vith those guys because I

~ don't have this written down. So it's a good

- point, this is spesculation as far as, you

know, me saying it was probably that Monday

- morning that we met.

- BY MR.

Qo'

Q.
A.

Q.

BY MR.
Qa

KRIENS:
Did you make the decisicn to open and flush?
Yeah. o
¥hy 4id you do that?
I dia that because I was notified we had a
high level in the basins themselves. |
¥hat basins?
B5 and south lagoon.
MS. HAYES: High levels of.what?
THE WITNESS: Water.
KRIENS: |
Were you aware, though, that there was a

toxicity test beginning that morning?

'_I don't know if I was aware there was a

tpxicity test. I was aware we had been having

some ammonia issues, but I don't know that I

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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recall the specific toxicity test. I knew we
had been tightinq ameonia and had bsen over a
peried of time. .

Actually the log of Novonbar 3 says drop o!f a
copy of Heather's letter to the shifties.
Would that have been you at the time? Were
you a shift supervisor then? '
Yeah. What day was that?

That would have been Sunday.

Yeah, that was my position. I don't know that
i saw that or tied it together.

© ADAMS :

Who would have notified you to spray? Would
that have been environmental?

No, no. That would have been either the
safaty departaent or th@ vaste vater
operators. They both ko@p an eye on those
levels. |

So vould thoy have ordered y

They vuuldn't have orderod me, it would have
bcen my decision. It would have been

_belically our llVIll are high, we're about to

go over, what the hell are you going to do
about it.
And you don't remember that morning meeting,

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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it it occurred in ﬁhil incident or some other
time? | |

I cnh't'say absolutely unequivecally without
havihg my own documsntation here.

. Ware you aware thien that the Biocassay testing -

was deferrsd? Was that discussed in this
meeting? |

No, that wasn't discussed at all. It vas
atrictiy a legal issue.

on the sprays?

Yeah. It may not have been.

I'm wondaring if that was & different time
frame. |

Thaé wasn't discussed ﬁt_all, it was strictly

" the legal and ethical implications of it and

that essentially it needed to be studied a lot

Were you ever involved or do you know of other

mestings hqtort'ndvqpborLﬁhor. yourself or
company staff or environmental staff or

whomever met to discuss this issue of the --

not necessarily the legality, but the

appropriateness of using the hydraﬁts to
dispose of water?
Just that one meeting I refarred to, that's
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the only one I personally was involved in.
And you.think that was winter?

¥o, I t@ink that was probably late fall,
sou-uhc;t in there. o

_Qkay;' As a general guestion, was thgt_déno

often, to lower the storm vater pond levels?

‘No, it wvasn't done often. It was basically a

last ditch type of measure. It certainly

vasnit a £ir-£ response by any neans.

' The othar measures before that would be what?
 Well, if you had room in the coker pond you

could cut back that flow because that is
eont#ihuttng. You coald.axways call around
the plant and try to limit tbs uater to the
sever, that would be another aption. We had
any number type of routine thipgs that you

 went ,dcwn. Doing something like that with a
.hfﬂrhnt'wtl stricily oh my God, it's going to
‘go over the road type of deal.

jut'in your expdri-nnn;wi;h the waste water

‘trnitinmt plant you're aware of the ammonia

?ppb}CD; meaning the limitation and the
'ﬂitticulty they were having doing that at

various times?

' Yeah.
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And that's why, at least on this one occasion,
you -- you're ltitinq it was discharged on
land”hocauga it was in jeopardy of exceeding
the limit? |

MS. WIBNS: She hasn't said that.

THE WITNESS: Yeah, I was going to
say. Thers uould.glso be an inventory issue
along with that.

| MR. KRIENS: I'll go back to that

other one.

MS. WIENS: Lat's go off the record.

\ (Brief discussion off the rocomd;)
KRIENS:
We talked about the Fibruary one and your
undixstandinq is the -- you're not aware of
25, ;6, 27 when it was flushed on land?
Like I .iid, I would have to get a calendar
and look at my schedule and lock back over the
logs in the shifties office because frankly a
lot of stuft goes on.
Ruth, were you aware also of the problem with
overflows of the oily water or the process
vaste water sewer into the clean water gewer
or llso.called the non-oily water sewer?

Yeah, yeah.

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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A lot of times this occurrud n¢ﬁr tank 500,'
where it apparently was somewhat of a |

continucus problen?

'Uh-huh, yeah.

How did thoicaupany respond to those probltis
in terms of -- what I'm talking about is what
was done when it became apparent that it was
going to the B5 pond? |

Once again, it was a standard ﬁotification.

‘There are a lot things you can do down at the

waste water to minimize that effect. You can
tia in the non-oily water with the oily water
vas a prime example, you know, cut back on

your flow from the coker pond itself.

Generally speaking that would block the issue
there at that junction, so you had to keep an
eye on that. The company I know did some
studies on that with regard tc which pﬁ-p- and
how much, you know, hdu much can we punp
without it going.over and how does it tie in
with our coker cycles, why does it do fhis'
sometimes and other times it doesn't. And

just as I wvas leaving they had #.whole new
wanhole cover p:ojoct geing on down there. |
I think it's probably resolved now. When that
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oocurred did tlie flow from the oily water
sevar ~~ it went into B5 when these overflows
occurred primarily? That's where the ﬁipolinc
goes.

Right.

Was that water ever tested in that north pond
to find out if that was contaminated as a
rasult of that?

I think thog were testing PS5 on a fairly
regular basis. Lﬁ least back when I was
6pcratin§ there they did. I'm not sure

exactly of their standards now. That would

aiio show up on =-- you know, with tha_wuf it
ties 1nfthut would shov up in your S? samples
anyway as far as your total affluent.

It would show up for the parameters tested?
Right.

It wouldn't neosasarily show up tof all
possible puxniattr::thnrn-bepnusc that wasn't
treated through the waste water plant then
because it would actually go around it. Did

you ever —- when these were flushed on land

did they ever test water from the ponds prior

to Qispouing of it?
No, although that was a good idea in

EACLE REPORTING SERVICES
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hipdsight, vhich tends to be 20-20.

The Jnnnhfy 4 is the one where this kind of
came to the troht and the reportable quantity
injud'al ) 4 ﬂndcflﬁgnd cane cCame up?

I ﬁnﬁw that onae.

uhat happened oﬁ that pariicuiar one?

As a-i;ttq;jof fact that was one I was most
dirvectly involved in. That was a night

shift -- 'no, a day shift veekend. Safety

officers stopped by and tell other shift

supervisors whether they're high in both the

north and south lagoon. You know, extremely

high, it's going to go over the road, et

' cetara, et cetera. It was terrible weather,

1ike 20 below kind of crap. Not a good
weskend. 8o at any rate ai ssnior shift
suparvisor that's throwing the ball in my
.eouft_and saying do something. 8o I called
doun and Todd Aaltoc was on, I remember that.
f talked to Todd, said gees, I've got high

51¢v51, you know, can you get anymore over to

the polishing pond. He told me no. In
hindsight I should have pushed him further,
but I didn't. He's a good operator and I had

51

no reason to question his response. . When Todd
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says he's going over everything he can, he's
going over everything he can. In hindsight I
don't know ﬁhather he was talking about a
volumse or quality issue. I didn't pursue that
any further. |

At that point I decided since the last I
heard was that meeting I was telling you about
and things were kind in limbo, probably our
best op;ion wvas to go ahead ahd*lpray aut in
the tank farm. 85'1 called up, I think it vas
Cody, a new kid in environmental, and
explained to him what I had in mind. He
essentislly told me he wasn't real comfortable
with it and so on and so forth. I told him
vhat my understanding was from the last
meeting I had been to that it was essentially
in limbo. 'i saild as far as I knew we ﬁqr&n't
violating at that time, you know, but there
wﬁs'npatirnnq directive on it that I was aware
of. I tried to call Heathar she was gone ocut
of town for the weakend. In the meantime poor
Karen Hall walked in, and I'm not happy about
hdlng put ih this situatiop to begin with,
putting out fires of other people's problems
basically on 6ff hours. I told Heather what
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the issue is and what I intended to do. Karen

- is not comfortable with it, you know, and

sssentially ve have a discuseion as to well,

if you're not comfortable do you have anything

definite, do you know this is illegal? Well,
it wasn't her area of expertise. You know,
I'm not real contqrtaﬁlo, you know, I think
it's being looked at and this and that. I
said well, do fou have u-botio: opﬁlon?. It
somebody has a better option I will by all
means ba happy to do it, our options now it

runs to the road, ercdes the road and ends up

on tholground anyway or I 41r¢ct,it somewhera
where thers's minimal impact. As far as I vas
concerned that was the two optionﬁ.

ﬁ§s the discharge ocourring when you wers

talking sabout it?

No, ve hadn't started it.

And this is when you were speaking with Karen?

Yas.

Who else was involved?

My partner, and it was either lLee Foster or
Larry House that day, i'n not sure which one.
I mean with talking with KnrQn. |

We had an cbserver, but it was primarily a
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Q.

54

discussion betveen me and'xaron.

MR. ADAMS: Cody was involved?

THE WITHESS: He was on the phone,
that was a phone call to him. My discussion
with Karen una.afteg that.

FRIENS:

Xaren gave us a memo on that, too, vhich
reflects what you said, and her concern and
issues, you know, that it was a problem. I
think she mentioned she alsc had a concern
hecause of the overflow, there's an ovarflow
trom the BS pond the week earlier?

Over the back end?

Yeah, the north end. |
Yeah, thers was a little erosion back there.
We didn't wvant to get into that. _
Sinoce th;ro was wvasts wntcr'iﬁ it to BS it
should be discharged to the river rather than
on land somevhere. I think that was what she
was stating there. Were ybu aware of that
fact, that there could-ht#q-bo-n waste water
let's say other than just the normal typical'.
stora water in there?

That's nlvayi a possibility the way the systen

is set up. In light of some of our problems

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES



O 8 J M s W N

NN N N NN M e b pet e e e el
M & W ON MO W 8 N M AW N R D

BY MR.

- dead.

55

earlier with ammonia, you know, yeah, that was
a strong possibility. I didn't have it
tested, but I had to assume there was probably

some mingle in there.

' Mingling of what?

Storm watar and affluents.

. Affluent from 57?

Uh~huh.
Was there also awareness there could have been
vaste water via the avorf;uil in there, the
tank 500? |
Mo, no. That was a v@ry unusual froqucncy and
duration. That isn't something where it would
havoﬁboan a large quantity gallon-wise type of
issue.
ns; HAYES: You mean when it

ultimately gets to the storm pond, is that
what youirl saying?

| THE WITNERSS: Yeah. 1'm going brain'

MS. WIENS: Lot's'hrodk briefly.
{8hort break was taken.) '
KRIENS:

_Ruth, I was just talking about the overflows
_from the oiiy to non-cily and how it affected

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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the BS pond and whether it was monitored
before that was sprayed on land and so on. Do
you know that it vas monitored or wasn't or
vas that part of the procedure, to monitor
before it was flushed out? |
Initially, no. Thers were suggestions made
after tha fact as one ¢f the qu@lifiers until

- wa got firm duidelineé on legality, it should
'be initiated then. Initially, no, but

eventually, yeah. I think environmental said
one good way to know where we stand on this is
iz you do get in that situation make sure you
pull samples.

It should be monitored then?

Yeah. I don't know itfthare was any flushing
after that point.

put if thers was it was set up to be
monitored? o

Yeah, thers were guidelines about that.

The January one I think was about 2.88 million
@allon'; which was a sizable amount.

Yeah.

And that was put down into this runoff pond or

lower sort of wetland area?

Un-huh.
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Was that put there primarily because of the
location and ease of getting it into that

spot?

Yeah. The reason when I was discussing it

vith the safety gentleman that sat up all the
equipment that we decided on that, like I said
it was 20 below and really cold, and I didn't

37

want it anywhere crossing a road or inpicting |

a ﬁalkinq area or anyplace because it wvas

goinj to ba a glacier essentially. We figured

since there was already a pond down there and

thers wasn't any, you know, wires or anything

huildinq up ice on and falling, that
essentially that would have the least impact
of any area. It was already a wetlands area.

M9, WIENS: Do you know if it's a
wetland.

MR. ADAMS:  Steve David indicated
it's not a wetland.

THE WITNESS: Thexe's a pond there.
That's my definition of a wetland.
KRIBNS:

It's just a matter of hov you define what that

is. They have called it the runoff poend, an&i

that's probably best. ‘
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MS. WIBNS: I don't care wvhat you
call it, I just wondering if she had some
knowledge of what it was.

. MR. ADAMS:  I'm referring to vhat
Steve told us, and I believe he checked into
vhether it's a DNR designated wetland or not,

" and it's not according to him.

BY MR.
Q.

THE WITNESS: I think you might call
it a pothole. '
KRIENS: | J
When you were working as a shift supervisor
were you involvid with disposal of sludges or
solids frow the neutralisation tank or any
other part lnlthi plant where it would be
dispoasd of on land aonnwharn?. I'm not
talking about hydrants now.
RNo. Glnorally;qpcaktnq hazmat took care ot

‘a1l thet. We would identify if something

needed to gu, say something was ba'i_ng clean or
hatever, but @s far as vhers that was |
designated to go, that ﬁns hagwat's
rtapdnsihiltty.

I don't think I have anything further on the
hydrant 1isue.' You know, we are interested in

how many times it occurred, why it was done,
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it thers was an environmental impact why we

wurun't notiried and a lot of those types of |
issues to put it in perspective of why we're '
doing ﬁhio.

Uh-buh.

Is there anything else you know about or would
1ike to voluntser vith respect to those, the
hydrant flushing, hydrant discharges?

No. I think we've pretty much coversd it.  It
vas definitely being studied. At the time
what I can say ams taf as my options go, in
hinﬂ:lﬁht I still don't know what a better
optioh would hﬁvq besn. Idesally you wouldn't

get in that situation to begin with.

The situation as I understand it, and correct
me if I'm wrong, was -- I'hnan, the baais for
you using the hydrants to discharge was

‘becauss the levels in the storm water ponds

wvere high?

Right.

And 4id those have to be managed to maintain
safety for fire productiocn and that's why they
bqr. brought down?

Actually it was more of an equipment issue.
Safety, of course, wants high levels as

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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compared to low. Also on your dike walls you
have a certain limit how high you can go until

- you run into integrity problems with the dike

wall. Or BS, with it just plain running over
and having ercsion problems and so on and so
forth. That vould be more of an eqﬁipnhnt
issue. |
Protecting dikes, equipment, flooding pumps?
Yeah. If I was turning everything off to

conserve water on those then I would consider

it a safety issue, you 'now, for plint

protection, the fire water.

HAYES:

Ruth, did you ever work anywhere else where
you.unrt a waste water treatment operator?
No. 1 worksd here.

And you'got your B license?

Yeah. |

You understand that there is a spray
irriqation_posqibility?

Uh-huh.

~ In your truining do you remember the

requirement that spray irrigation facilities
would be permanent?
I knew that it was, in fact, you know, a

EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES



LB B R S I A T VY

NN NN e e H. I I I P‘ I -
F P R T I N T B T R R S

Q.

BY'_HR.
Q.

61

nuniciplllpnrnittinq issue. I was not
positive as far as on private property and
privati 1ndustry how that would apply.

pid you discuss thnﬁ?

Yeah. That's 6ne of the reasons I talked to
environmental about it. Environmentally, you
know, as far as the ecological issue I was o
very contoitable with what wve wers doing; As

far as the environmental impact, the legality,

I wasn't as sure.
KRIENS:
So in your mind you didn't think there was an
issue with environmental impact because of the
guality of the water?
If there would have been say an oil and grease
issue, a phenpl issue, a heavy netal issue, pH
issues, yeah, then I would have bean very
concerned about the environmental 1-paét of
it. Considering it was ammonia, essentially a
fertilizer, and that's what you have out
there, grass, it's probably a heck of a lot
less auhonin than by actually spreading
fertilizer out thofe.

MR. KRIENS: That's all I have.

BY MR. BERGER:

BAGLE REPORTING SBRVICES
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I have a couple questions. Just to go back to

what you were talking about when you first
started the interviev about coker pond
ovorthﬁl. I have a mexo here dated

october 21, 1994, it's from L.B Klemetson to

Eric Askeland and it's talking about the coker

pond hasardous vaste inspection. It states

that our new hazardous waste permit designates

the cokear ponds as 1ntorfsﬁatus hazardous
vasti. Were you aware of that dasignation?
I knev that we needed to keep them contained.
Okay. You're right on top of it, that was the
next part of the question. In this mamo it
states the vater level check will be used to
Getermine if va are maintaining the reguired

' two feet of fresboard in the pond.

Right.
You wers aware of that and that it was a
permit condition of the hasardous waste

~ permit, that the two fest had to be

maintained?
I was aware. You know, after I left I had

seen this form where they had to fill it out

every day, an operator documenting they had X

amount of freeboard. As far as it being

' EAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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spocific pcrnittinq, I wasn't aware of that,
hut I knew that it was, in fact, being
docul.nt.d, which would lead you to believe it

~ probably was.

The pprlit dooc not gtate that two feet has ta
be lnintainod, but it does state that the
dikes have to be naiptained so there is no ;
releases over those dikes. |
Yes, yes.
That's a psrmit condition from the 1994 |
pornit.'
Okay.

MS. WIENS: = You're saying that as a
fact, not & question?

MR. BERGER: Well, as a follow-up to
vhat sha wvas tjying,.right.

THE WITNESS: You know, as a

supervisor and ex-vaste vater employee, ve

always try to contain it, and essentially did
whatever we could ﬁa keep it contained, |
whether that be call in coke loaders and have
them build nn-inptonptu dike or -- yeah, we
vere svare it was not normal to run water,

that it should not just be running off.

BY MR. BERGER:
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There's mention of a word called back washing,
back.wn-hthg through the coker ponds. Do you
know what thaﬁ-nouns?

You would have to give me a reference to
sonething.

It's in a memo of March 13, 1997 from Heather
to a numsber of people. It talks ahout-uﬁher
current issues that are being reviewed.

Number one, hydraulic lcads are high right now
due to pond water removal and back washing |
through the coker ponds. Back washing should
be over by Nafch 24 and pond removal should be

done by the end of March. Do you know what

BY MR.

A.

they mean by that term back washing?

HB.JWIINS: " It's number 1746.

THE HItﬂEss: I don't see myself on
peru, This one doesn't ring a bell. As far -
an oqhuah refinery terminology, there's a lot
of different type of back washing procedures.
I'm not familiar with any that directly deal
vith the coker ponds.

PERGER:
¥What does it generally mean then?
Generally speaking it's a filter back flush of

some type.
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so would that be maybe the coker pond pumps
were alnqgod and you would back wash water
pressurs thruugh to maybe unclog then?

. Yeah, you could do that. Assuning you diin't

have your check valve in, because you éould
crack that. We d4id havc some problems with
fines down there. It's a possibility, but I
don't xnow for a fact.

KRIENS: | |
{ had one mora to ask about the nydrant stuff.
I thought we vere over that.

I know. rhis pertains to what we call the
green water hydrant discharge in Octdbnr of
194. Acoording Lo what you've told us you
would have been a shift supervisor then I
qusss, is that right?

194, yeah, uh-huh. |

I went through this previocusly and I won't go
through it all, but what oocurred ig there vas

a lot oz_graon water in thc wholo plant water

system, thg yomd, cotpr pond:, utorn water
pond.

 Green water as an algae build up?

It sounds like a green w;tat color. 1t was

gresn. And in Septembar, September 21, there
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was a2 hundred thousand gallons dumped to the
coker pond from thc number three cooling
tower. Then in an October 8 operating log it
states the iholn plant was green. Then
October 9, '94 the log states the plant flow
is green, :ha shifties set game plan for green
vater, shifties talked to Steve David about

the color and thers was discussion about how
‘to deal with the color in terms of treatment.

In a log of Cctobar 11 it states there
was high chromiun in the 87 sunp and still
green uatcr.in the system. October 12 it
talks about a green dyes may be contributing to
hdqhquhnxnchrupa readings per Craig, meaning
Craig Daniels in fha_lab. Then October 12
through 13 an operating log states that 1920

_hours safety has orders to spray fire hydrants

to get rid of green water.

The question is do you know about this
problem or this incident? |
I don't recall it. I very vaguely recall some
color issues with the water at one time. 1It's
been a long,tinh since we had a chromate
ﬁroblln baing on phosphates now.

You mean in the cooling tower?

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES
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yes. I don't remnenber being directly involved

ih that. I vaguely remember a color issue,

' that was it.

could the color —-= has there been an occasion
when color might have been related to a dye
used in hfﬂro testing the pipline oT tanks?
That's actually what I was thinking as you
r-adlnq. woad-ring where the hell that
cann tron. You xnow, that would bs my
suspicion, that {t would be some type of a
dye. Without testing -- it sounds like they
tcetud,it, auﬂ 4if there were the chromates, 1
can't i:ggino_how.thosa two would be tied in
together.
We're tryinq'to'undorstand that, too, and
ve've t&lk.d to previous statt and iantioned
that thay bolicvod there was a hydro tcsting
occurring, that it was due to a fluorescein
dye.
1t could have been. I would iugqest that that
would be coincidenca, that the dye was the
color 1ssuq and the chromate was the cooling
wvater 1ssu¢.
Chromate would hnve peen used in the cooling

tower treatment?
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Yeah.

MR. KRIENS: That's all I have.
BERGER:
One more. Ruth, there are a number of
instances that I've seen in the documents we
have received regarding the potential and
proper disposal of hazirdous waste. That's my
area, I come from the hazardous waste
division. One memo I want to bring your
attention to starting out is -- |

MS. HAYES: D~ you have a number on
that one?

MR. BERGER: No.

MS. HAYES: It's August 22, 1994.
BERGER:
ﬁighi. It's a w«;ti water treatment report.
It states hazmat pecple will be dump, it

_ahuuld be dumping, about 20 to 30 gallons, and

in pnronthoaas slowly, of xylene, and thcn in
ptrnﬁthtscs again paint thinner down at the

- Eighth Street sump. With all the dilution wve

should not sven ses it.
Do you vant a little backgraund on the Eighth
Street susp et cetera, etlcatera?

Yes, in regards to that situation.
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As far as interpreting this, not being

involved but Mtnrpntim, the Eighth Strest

sump, what that is is down at our lowexr wash
pad. Are you familiar with that?

Yes, ;

The Bighth Street susp thers pumps directly to
the s.vcmeh'Stroot sunp. That's the only
place you nin-punp from Eighth Street, into
Seventh Btreet, at which point it ties into
the oily water sewsr. So that would all go
through API and oxidizes. I imagine that's
what they're referring to as far as, you know,
a dilution pear se, essentislly a recovery of
it.

Recovery?

_8kimming at API. The API separator should

separate that along with your oil and grease.
okay. | . _ |

I suspect that's what they're referring to.
Looking at that and saying that the oily water
iewar, goes through the API separator where
they separate the oil and the water, you know,
and that should separate off and end up end
product gdiﬁg back through the coker the way
the systen vorks. Well, not the chnr pond,'
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70

the coker process.
Rﬁllﬂsz

It they were going to recycle it back into the

plant via the API why couldn't they just do it
directly, take it to the coker wherever it

' night be usod?

It has teo qct within the system in a sato
pnnnqr.'_rg_sounds_to me like those were
barrels. Twenty, thirty gallons, I'm guessing
thiy probably had a half a drum. You know, 55
gallon drum recovered from God knows what if
it'C-tho hagmat. 8o how are you qoing.to get
that back into the system? If you take it
basically to like the Eighth Street sump where
you can contain it quite well and dump it in,
it goes from thers and gets pusped all the way
through this procass and you have very =minimal
contact with it. '

' If you ware going to try and put it into
the slop tghk_dirnctly you heed it in a vacuun
truck, which is the way our hookups nri, or a:
seni-tanker, and --.

But I'm trying to understand, and if you
phylicaily tobk it to the Eight Straet sump
vhy couldn't you physically take it to the
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vacuum truck and put it in there? It seens
like it's the same degree of exposure with
respect to a safaty issue, and then take the

vacuum truck to wheraver?

Iﬁ'l only 2@ or 30 gallons and it will tie up
tha whole vacuum truck. You could do that,
but I wuuld:think it would be easisr, sinoe it
was loaded in that drum, you know, to go and
put it in the !ighth'Strict.h- compared to
pump that drum into the vacuum truck and then
turn around and do another hookup and another .

" transfer. To me personally I think it's

sasier to do it fhia way. You could do it the
other way.

ADANS:

When you say it gets separated out at the APl
by the skimmer, then where does that material
go? |

What happens there is the oily water sever
essentially hitﬁ*u period wherse it has a
iiﬁtie dbtoatioﬂ'tine, a little reaidency
time, you know, $0 you get the separation and
you lose yoﬁr vilodity, you get mosﬁ of your
oil nndIanaso to the top. What they have is
a skimmer system there and that skims it into
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an oil sump vhich is tied in there. That oil
sump pumps it into our slop system. You
separate the water out from that, you separate
the water out, test it, make sure it's dry and
then pump it back up to our coknr“proccst
where it goes into their fractionator, which
is like 900 degrees and it gets recovered as
naphtha or vhataver the components afu. it
goss easentially right back inteo product. It
gets retreated, reseparated and eventually

- out.

S0 the reliance was the API would do that
separation? |

Right.

At least to some degree, is that right?
Right. Let's just say a quantity of 20 to
30 gallons of essentially a hydrocarbon
obvicusly is not a good thing, but that's
exactly what the API is built for, that kind
of separation procoﬁs. And if perchance the
API didn't pick it up, then we have dasks,
that's what they're for, a secondary chemical
treatment, where you should have the
conqﬁlation and recover it there. In which

case then it goes through your centerpiece
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system and it's recovered.
PERGER: _
In general this type of waste disposal you

‘felt, and don't let me put words in your

nouth, was an nﬁadptabla way of doing it?
Would I personally feel this ons was?

Yes.

Yas.

You would?

I personal think that vas an acceptable way to
deal with that.

Was this a general policy?

It was done occasionally. One of fhe good
thlnqi is we've been trying tﬁ get awvay tron_
the barrels, you know, when you have a half
barrel of this and a half barrel of thlt..
Ideally you don't have to manage things in
that mamner to begin with, you know. You're
aither going to be pumping them off
ncahlaicullf or you're going to ba using the
vacuum truck. You don't want to end up in
this situation with ha1t_a 5% gallon drum ot.
crap and you've got to worry about how_to get
rid of it, you know. That's just not a good
situation to bagin with. |
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KRIENS:

Ruth, is there any way to go into that slop
oil tank? I mean, did you take other vaste
into there dirsctly? How is it put in there?
tbu can get in from the API skimmers, that's
one avenue you can get into it. Thore'i-allo
a truck pump off station, which is where we
get -- let's say if we get some cutside tanks
or th.yn,.Eai.;n;ng cut a tank in the tank
farm and I have to get rid of X amount of
product or whatever, yeah, there is a place

for vacuum trucks and trucks of that nature to

pump off.

Is that a suhp station, like a sump?

Iit't a statfon with its own little sump there.
So would you take material there and put it
into that sump and -- |
No. |

How would that work?

You would hook up by hose directly to the --
thcy havi air diaphragm pumps down there.

7o the sump?

Not to the sump, but right off of your truck. |
It would go from the truck directly into the
line up to a tank. The sump was there, you
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know, in the off chance they disconnect their
hose and there is some leakage. You have rain

water runoff, you know, et cetera, et cetera

and it is a paved area, so there's a little

sunp there.

8o would it pump out of that sump into the
truck and then --

It wouldn't be pumping out of the sump.

' What was the -ulp £dr=th¢n?

Basically for -- let's say these guys have a
flexible hose that they're hocking up to do
the sumping with, and anytime you disconnect a
flexibla.nnce'eﬁuﬁ though you've pumped
cvarything dry you're going to get some
dribble kind of crap, sc it's that type of
Would that go into the sump then?

Yeah. | |

And was that susp pumped out then?
Periodically, right. |

via a vacuum tfuCk:df whatever?

Mo, it had it's owh pump. It was the same
ﬁunp you used to get it out of the truck, you
jJust lined it up a little bit different.

And that would be pumped up to where?
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To the slop tank.
So would it have been possible to take the

xylene to that susp and pump it via that sump

pump to the slop tank?

1t wuuldlhava besn possiblae, ysah. It would
have been another option.

Rather than dumping it through the waste water
systemn?

Yeah. One of the nice things about Eighth
Street is that nitrogen purge on it. You
.know, there's going to give you a little

 sagfety factor for dumping that.

xngning if it's safer --
As far as exposure to the atmosphere goes.
And the other sump doesn't have that?

It doesn't have a nitrogen blanket per se, no.

It doesn't have a nitrogen blanket, ind

Ilanuthihq like xylene, which is really pretty.

light -- most of the stuff we deal with on the
slop systes that comes in via truck et cetera,
et cutorg-is more in the fuel oil range. We
very seldom would gat stuff real light like a
gasoline or lighter. The xylene, that's
pretty light. I would probably be more
comfortable with dumping it into something
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with a nitrogen purge on it.

BERGER:

Can you tell me how that xylene -- can you
spectilate on how that xylens was geanarated?
Actually, no, I can't. It isn't a product ve
make in the plant, so it would have been some

77

type of outside source, whether it was a paint

contracter or ~~ no, I don't know. I could
speculate, but I don't know. |
That's whers the problem comes in, because if
that xylena was q.hofatod let's say fron a
cleanup optxatiqn'o£ pcint1ng,--;inq'that it
was dunﬁed into the olly i@tcr scwir and how
you're cxplainlnq'it was handled, that is
actually treating a hazardous waste, and Koch
does not have a hasardous vaste treatment
pptuit. Did that thought ever enter anybody's
nind, do you know?. '

It didn't mine, and there's a good chance that

any other lay person out therC'it'ﬁbuldn't.
You know, T look at the xylene and I look at
that essentially as recoverable, yﬁu'khow,,in
the sense of, like I explained, in my mind it
would separate out and end up qping back
through thi coka and coning_out as prohﬁct.
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legally I can ses your point.

There is another memo from Pebruary 26 and 27
of 1997, and this is the one that you've seen
before that we talked about, and it states
poly -- and that's the poly unit or one of a

number of poly units.

Uh-huh. |
Poly called, said they would be dumping 200 to

300 gallons of wmedium to heavy naphtha down

sewer at a few times today. Is that a similar
situation?

It would be similar. I would have more
conoerns about that one actually. Number one,
the guantity. .Th. fact with the way that
particular sever runs and our sever systea, it
should all be trapped out, you shouldn't have
any vapor releases, it should all be contained
in a venting sewer. Anytime a.lot of light
ands go to the sewer I would be concerned
_ahout it. sSafety primarily on that one would

be my main concern. Oxidizer, you know,

- should recover most of that as far as the

vapors at the API, but there's an LhL trip on
that oxidizer also so you have to be aware of

that. No; it's not a good situation.
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can you speculate on how that naphtha was
ganerated?

I could speculata.

Pleases.

My speculation would be they were back washing

a sand filter or preparing something for

B¥ ,_‘-.-HR -

maintenance in some way. It would be
sompething on the order of a maintenance that
would be involved with it. |
And this material, this naphtha, was in that
gilter and that filter was cleaned out?
Uh-huh, and ntgded to be svacuated in some
fashion. Like I said, that's speculation, but
I would venture to say it wes a type of
maintenance that was probably involved. It
iouldn't be a routina oparation situation.

MS. WIENS: That was member 1269.

KR. BERGER:  That's all I hgvn.

MS. HAYES: Nothing else. |
KRIENS:
Just one question. Wwas that ﬁind of a common
mathod of operation, to dispose or discharge
excess materials like the naphtha or xylene or
whatever down-iho s#wer with the idea that it

would be recovered at least to some degree at
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the wvaste water plant?

That's something that -- let's say those kind

of quantities, the reason it would be in there

. long is bacause it's unusual and they tncl;vcd

a call on it. You know, and that's an unusual
guantity.
MS. HAYES: What's unusual, which

one?

THE WITNESS: This one with the

-haphtha. I mean, that's unusual. If you see

it in there long it's because somebody thought
it wvas unusual enough to notify them. That
can almost tell you in and of itself that it's
unusual by the fact it's in the log. It was
relatively routine to do a certain hnouht of
cleaning to the sewer.

!Rtlhs: |

¥e understand some of that, but I'm talking
about --

tho&e guantities are unuadﬁl.

Yeah, that, and then more in the area of like
the paint thinner or whatever vhera it's.not
related necessarily to cleaning, but let's say
you had something left over.

_MB. HAYES: xiicellaneous barrels.
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BY MR. KRIENS:

Q.

Not related to the process operations or

maintenance operations wheri'you would have

‘waste water generated as a result of those,

vhich is part of the system. I'm talking
about, you Xknow, those types of things.
Yeah. Once again, that was generally spsaking

'a hasmat oall. If I had a barrel and didn't

now what the hell was in it, vhich is -~ I'm
sure you're awire about five or .osyears ago
there was a major cleanup as far as |
identifying the barrels and wh;t's in it and
get them out ot here, you know, I'm sure that
had a lot to do with the inception of the

hazmat. As our dizootiv- as suporvisorn, if

in doubt about what to do with thil crap call
hazmat and basically it's their headache.
okay. ¢ne other thing briefly. Were you
involved ﬁith any nctéury_sptlls at the boilar

house?

I was involved with notifying safety to come

down and clean some up a couple times. As a

supervisor the operators could call me and we

- would notity -atety.' They had, you know,

lpocial training in mercury recovery.
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¥hat vas the nature of those spills?

Very, very small. What they are is the
1nttruﬁqntation, some of the old ones has
mercury switches. That would be the amount of
it. It would ba small, but any amount of
mercury needs to be dealt with.

| Ih.ii would it go to?

Usually it would spill back bshind the control
board, you Xnow, so it wouldn't bc.éontacting

ground or water, it would sssentially be

1ayan around behind control equipment.
8o wnuld it have an opportunity to go to a
floox drain or sump?

.Gancrally speaking not that I'm aware of,

80 it's a control area?

Yeah. It would be kind of like if you had a
switoch in the :back of your radio and it broke,
it would kind of be like that.

Part of the resson for our concern in that is
ve have been involved in some other industry

incidents, not with refineries, where mercury

was in svitches, pressure gauges. That sort

of instrumentation actually contains a fair
amount of mercury. Mercury is so dense that

it's a fair amount and it's gotten into SUMpS -
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and it's went out and gotten presumably in the
river, ui-@issippi or other rivars;_-o that's
why we're 1ntnrc:t§d in what happenad here.

We noticed a couple logs in this safoty ar¢a
about the spill and the cleanup of the spill
and we wanted to understand what it vas.

"I lsast I know for sure the boiler house is

very much up to spicd on the fact if they're
blck_inrthdsc areas thay keep an eye ocut for
ie. - '

They have prochuris specifically to deal with

mercury?

Right. Boiler house is to call safety,

they'rs the experts in the recovery and so on

and so forth. 'Thay don't touch it, they call

the sxperts in to deal with that.

MS. HAYES: What about authority to
make the call to notification?

THE WITNESS: To environmental?

MS. HAYES: To us.

-Tnn_wxwukss;: ‘Actually, myself, if
it wasn't impacting, diﬁn't hit qﬁound or
anything, was a small qhantity and was
focqvernd, you know, in an expert mannér, 1

personally wouldn't think that would be a

BAGLE REPORTING SERVICES ‘



LI I R I A A T

- B P R R R e
0 © N 6 W & W N RO

20
21
22
23
24
25

84

notification. 1If it did, in fact, gat out in

any way, yeah, then definitely.

MG. HAYES: That's all. Thank you
very much.
| (Whereupon, the interview concluded at

- 12:25 p.n.)

* R *
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