This document defines each of the fields in the air monitoring results files.


State: The abbreviation of the state where the monitoring site is located. All monitoring sites are in Minnesota.

County: The name of the county where the monitoring site is located.

City: The name of the city where the monitoring site is located.

Site Number: The identification number for the monitoring site.

EPA ID: The nine-digit identifier EPA uses for the monitoring site. The first two digits correspond to the state, the next three digits correspond to the county, and the last four digits are the site number.

Site Name: The name MPCA uses to describe the location of the monitoring site.

Parameter: The five-digit EPA code used to identify the value being measured and monitoring method.

Pollutant: The name of the pollutant being measured.

POC: Stands for parameter occurrence code. This is a numeric identifier used to identify collocated monitors at a single monitoring site. Each unique POC number at a monitoring site corresponds to a different monitor at the monitoring site.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sample Duration: The length of time which the air sample was collected. 24-Hour means the air sampler ran for 24 hours beginning at midnight. 1-Hour means the sample was collected for an hour. Note that in the fine particle (PM2.5) and coarse particle (PM10) files, there are some results with a duration of 1-hour and some with a duration of 24-hours.

Unit: The unit and conditions under which the result is reported. LC refers to local conditions which are the temperature and pressure conditions at the monitoring site while the sample is being taken. STP refers to standard temperature and pressure conditions which are 25 degrees Celsius and 1 atm pressure.

Date: The date which the sample begins in Central Standard Time.

Start Time: The hour and minute which the sample begins in Central Standard Time.

Result: The measured result in the unit reported in the Unit column. “Below method detection limit” means the value of the result is less than the method detection limit (see Method Detection Limit) and is not reported. MPCA considers results less than the method detection limit to be valid, but uses values estimated using statistical methods for those results when assessing the data. If no result is listed, there is no valid result.

Qualifier: The qualifier field flags results that are less than the reporting limit (see Reporting Limit).

Reason for Missing Result: The two character qualifier code used by EPA along with the meaning of the code is provided if the result field is blank. For older data, documentation for missing results may be missing and therefore this field may be blank for missing results.

Method Detection Limit: A result less than the method detection limit for a pollutant is not necessarily greater than zero and therefore is not reported since the result may be a false positive.

Reporting Limit: Results less than the reporting limit are considered estimated and one result below the reporting limit for a pollutant may not be significantly different from another value below the reporting limit. If a result is less than the reporting limit for the pollutant, it is noted in the Qualifier field. If no reporting limit is listed, there is no reporting limit for the result.

