Wally’s Oil Leaksite Chronology
11-10-1986
First release reported.  AST in southern bulk facility split during filling spilling an estimated (?) 2326 gallons of unleaded gasoline.  Remedial Investigation report prepared in 1989 shows the plume traveling due east directly to the Benson/Seeger residence.
5-29-96 Vapors reported by owner of the Wilton Liquor Store/Saloon to the consultants as they were having lunch.  It was immediately clear to MPCA staff that this was a new release because the liquor store was too far north to be included in the original plume.  However Mr. Burford argued vehemently that it wasn’t a new release.  The original release was covered by Burford’s insurance, Federated, so Petrofund was not involved, however the policy had been dropped so Federated would not cover any new releases.  Later investigation confirmed that a second release had occurred, originating from somewhere on the north end of the property.  We received confidential information of a “midnight dig” completed earlier in 1996.  This has lately been corroborated by staff from MDH who had independently learned of a major release by the north dispenser islands from a different source.  However, a new leak number was never created.  This second release appears to have been gasoline containing MTBE.
5-18-1999 4 USTs located on the northeast edge of the property were removed.  3 new ones were installed a bit further north.
1-22-2002 Received an Annual Monitoring Report from Northern Environmental, Burford’s consultant, containing results from sampling events through 8/8/01.  All wells indicated stable or decreasing trends except MWs 13, 14 and 24 which, after having been stable at very low contaminant levels for the 9 preceding events, suddenly contained very low levels of free product.  MWs 13 and 14 are the nearest wells to the west of the northern AST facility while MW-24 is the nearest well to the east.  The Wally’s Oil Station well, about 100’ SE of MW-24 was clean.  At the time, MPCA needed additional sampling results to confirm that a new release had occurred.  In hindsight, it appeared obvious that a third (unreported) diesel release had occurred sometime in late 1999 or early 2000 in the vicinity of the northern AST facility.
Mid, 2002 Northern Environmental, Burford’s consultant quit working on the site.
1-29-2003 Jim Burford deeded the property over to his daughter, Shelly Baker, via a quit claim deed.  MPCA did not learn of this until the fall of 2006.
7-8-2003 Jim Warner directs us to take the site into the fund financed program.  This was precipitated by my demands that Burford hire a new consultant and his habitual delays in doing so.
7-30-2003 MPCA receives a completed FF disclosure form from, I believe, Jim Burford (I don’t have the form to confirm this).  It was reviewed by Jim McCann and, later, Felix McGovern at Petrofund.  
10-9-2003 All of the northern ASTs were removed, replaced with USTs.  The southern ASTs were all removed a short time later, replaced with new ASTs in a slightly different location.

1-26-2004 Received tabulated lab results from Northern Environmental that had never been included in a report.  Data reviewed on 5/27/2004.  The results were for monitoring events conducted on 10/22/01, 1/28/02 and 5/30/02.  Very high contamination was still evident in MWs 13, 14 and 24, although free product was not observed.  The Wally’s Oil station well results showed petroleum contamination for the first time.
6-23-2004 Terracon’s initial report for the newly FF site documents that MWs 13, 14, and 24 contain increasing, although still low, levels of free product.  The Wally’s Oil station well now contains significant DRO levels that exceed the HRL for this public water supply well.  I contacted MDH and a well advisory was issued.  
7-23-2004 When our consultant arrived to install the GAC system, they found a sophisticated water treatment system already in place (though not working), indicating that the well’s contamination had already been apparent to the owner, although never reported.
