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Voluntary Petroleum Investigation and Cleanup Program


Development of Petroleum Contaminated Property


Fact Sheet 5.2


Even after cleanup or Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) file closure most properties still have some contamination remaining.  State law requires that persons properly manage contaminated soil and water they uncover or disturb—even if they are not the party responsible for the contamination.  Failure to do so can result in penalties or fines from the MPCA.  





Owners of property where contaminated soil or water might be encountered need to include provisions — called “response actions” —  in development plans for the management of contaminated soil or water.  For some properties, actions to prevent vapors from entering buildings or utility access shafts or to prevent the further spreading of the contamination may also be needed. 





Persons can get MPCA approval of their proposed response actions through the VPIC program.  By obtaining MPCA approval, property owners, purchasers, developers and lenders can be reasonably confident of what will be required if contamination is uncovered.  In addition, for many properties cost saving measures such as using contaminated soil on-site as “controlled fill” under parking areas or drives or in berms can be approved.  VPIC is a fee for service program.  The fee is $90.00 per hour. 
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Development Response Action Plans 





Response action plans for contaminated properties should include the following:





a)  Description of : 


(   proposed improvements,


(  proposed excavation (include depths, soil, volume estimates, and de-watering volume estimates),


(  proposed soil and ground water management (include flow diagrams).


(  environmental investigations and corrective actions conducted,





b)  Site map showing the property boundaries and site features (include structures, former and existing petroleum storage areas, and utilities).











c) Isoconcentration maps showing sample locations and the magnitude of the contamination.





d)  Map showing proposed improvements and excavation areas (include foundations, utilities, landscaping, vapor barriers/venting systems, etc.)





e)  Grading plan showing proposed location and placement of  “controlled fill” (e.g. contaminated soil to be used on-site).   





For more information regarding the VPIC program or to obtain a VPIC application call Laurie Kania at (612) 297-8600 or Bassou Oulgout at �(612) 297-8597. 
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�  Printed on recycled paper containing at least 10% fibers from paper recycled by consumers.  


Upon request, this document can be made available in other formats such as large-type, Braille or audio tape.
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