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I.  Introduction.





Site assessments performed prior to the removal of petroleum tanks may be useful at many sites.  Experience has shown that releases have occurred at the majority of old petroleum tank systems.  A preremoval site assessment will help determine whether or not any releases have occurred and, if so, help determine future responses to the release.





Elements of a preremoval site assessment include soil borings (with soil sampling and analysis), evaluation of the preremoval site assessment results, and the completion of a preremoval site assessment report.  Partial reimbursement is allowable for preremoval site assessment costs whether or not contamination is found to be present.





II.  Components of the preremoval site assessment.





	





A.  Number of allowable borings.


  


		1)  One petroleum tank. - If only one petroleum tank is present, three borings  			     should be advanced.





		2)  More than one petroleum tank. - If more than one petroleum tank is present,  			     five borings should be  


      advanced.





      Note:  If contamination is present, additional investigation might be necessary to define the extent and magnitude of soil and ground water contamination.  See Fact Sheets #3.193, “Soil and Ground Water Investigations Performed During Remedial Investigations.”Free Product:  Evaluation and Recovery” and #3.4, “Free Product Recovery Report Worksheet”.





       B. Placement of borings.  


B.  Placement of borings.   Borings should be placed in locations with the maximum probability of            encountering contamination.  These locations include near the petroleum tanks, near the dispensers, or near the petroleum tank piping.





C.  Depth of borings. Borings should be advanced five feet beyond the deepest measurable contamination or the water table, whichever is deepest.  However, drilling should stop if the boring extends 20 feet below contamination and has not yet encountered ground water.  See MPCA Fact Sheet #3.192, “Soil and Ground Water Investigations Performed During Remedial InvestigationsSoil Monitoring Results for Land Treated Petroleum Contaminated Soil (Form D)” for more details.  





D. Subsurface soil sampling methods.  See Fact Sheet #3.197, “Soil and Ground Water Investigations Performed During Remedial InvestigationsThermal Treatment Facilities” and Fact Sheet #3.22, “Soil Sample Collection and Analysis Procedures”, for minimum requirements for hollow stem auger/split spoon sampling requirements.  Also acceptable are direct push soil sampling techniques..








C.   Depth of borings.  Borings should be advanced five feet beyond the deepest measurable contamination or the water table, whichever is deepest.  However, drilling should stop if the boring extends 20 feet below contamination and has not yet encountered ground water.  See MPCA Fact Sheet #3.12 for more details.  





D.  Subsurface soil sampling methods   See  Fact Sheet #3.17 for minimum requirements for hollow stem auger/split spoon sampling requirements.  Also acceptable are direct push soil sampling techniques.
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III.  Evaluation of preremoval site assessment  results.





 A.  Contamination not found.  The consultant must prepare a preremoval site assessment report for the tank owner.  For more details on the “report to tank owner”,  see section IV below.





  Note:  Sampling below the tank(s) during removal is still required in accordance with MPCA Fact Sheet #1.18, “Sampling Requirements During Tank Closure”..





B.  Contamination present.  The discovery of a petroleum release must be reported to the MPCA immediately.  Contact the Minnesota Duty Officer, who is available 24 hours a day, at 1-800/-422-0798 (Greater Minnesota) and 612/649-5451 (Metro and Outside Minnesota).  See Fact Sheet #6.13.1, “Reporting Spills and LeaksLeaking Underground Storage Tank Investigation and Cleanup Policy” and #3.2, “Spills and Leaks Reporting”, for more details regarding spills and leaks reporting requirements.





 In addition to reporting the release, the consultant must prepare a preremoval site assessment report for


 the tank owner.





IV.  Report to tank owner.  The consultant performing the preremoval site assessment must prepare a report and submit it to the petroleum tank owner.  This report will assist the petroleum tank owner in securing competitive bids or proposals for any additional investigation and/or corrective actions which might be necessary at the site.  It is not necessary that the “report to tank owner” be submitted to the MPCA. The report should include, at a minimum, the following components:





A summary of any unusual site features affecting the preremoval site assessment and subsequent corrective action.





The opinion of the consultant as to the presence and relative magnitude of any petroleum contamination on the site.





The recommendation of the consultant as to whether further investigation and/or corrective action is needed, including ground water investigation and/or remediation.


;


The recommendation of the consultant as to whether the contaminated soil, if any, should be excavated and the volume of soil that should be excavated.





A statement as to whether a petroleum tank release was reported to the agency and the date and time of that report, if any.





The signature of the consultant or contractor, and the date the report was prepared.





�
V.  Reimbursement.





In general, reimbursement is allowable if costs have been competitively bid using the Petrofund “proposal/invoice form”, a registered consultant/contractor was used, and:











 No contamination present.  Applicant eligible for reimbursement of preremoval site assessment costs   upon documentation to the Petroboard that the tank(s) have been removed from the site; or





 Contamination present.  Applicant eligible for reimbursement of preremoval site assessment costs upon submission of the first application for reimbursement under section 115C.09 subd. 2.





Please contact the Department of Commerce at 612/297-119119 if you have any questions regarding reimbursement.
















































































Upon request, this document can be made available in other formats, including Braille, large  print and audio tape.


TTY users call 612/282-5332 or Greater Minnesota 1-800/657-3864 (Voice/TTY)





Printed on recycled  paper containing at least 10 percent fibers from paper recycled by consumers.
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