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This fact sheet includes guidance for emergency discharge approvals and discharge to Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW’s).








TEMPORARY EMERGENCY DISCHARGE APPROVALS





Discharge of pumpout water requires a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/State Disposal System (NPDES/SDS) permit.  The Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Cleanup program staff may approve discharge on a temporary basis in certain situations until an NPDES/SDS permit is received.





LUST cleanup program staff need the following information to approve a temporary discharge:





Site name, address, and LEAK#;


Contaminant source and type;


Ground water contaminant concentrations before and after treatment;


Expected discharge rate; and


Name of receiving water, classification and location 








Approvals cannot be given if:





Discharge to a sanitary sewer is possible;


Discharge is to an Outstanding Value Resource Water or Trout Stream;


Nonpetroleum contaminants are present; or


Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff do not believe the situation is an emergency.





�
Requirements:





1.	Submit an NPDES application and an $85 application fee to MPCA Division of Water Quality (520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155) within 45 days of Tanks and Emergency Response Section’s approval for emergency discharge.  NPDES applications can be obtained from the MPCA Division of Water Quality. Contact Douglas Hall at 612/297-1832.





2.	If an air stripper system is installed, evaluate the need for air emission controls as outlined in the fact sheet #3.32, "Air Emissions Controls for Soil Venting Systems and Air Strippers.”





3.	Submit monitoring results for the system influent and effluent to the Division of Water Quality on a monthly basis.





4.	Effluent limitations that must be met while discharging are as follows:





�
Parameter�
Class 2Bd, 2A Waters�
Other Waters�
Monitoring Frequency�
Effluent Sample Type�
�
Total Hydrocarbons�
500 µg/l�
500 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
Benzene�
    6 µg/l�
114 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
Toluene�
253 µg/l�
253 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
Xylenes�
166 µg/l�
166 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
Lead:�
�
�
�
�
�
   at 50 mg/l hardness�
1.3 µg/l�
1.3 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
   at 100 mg/l hardness�
3.2 µg/l�
3.2 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
   at 200 mg/l hardness�
7.7 µg/l�
7.7 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
   at 400 mg/l hardness�
18.6 µg/l�
18.6 µg/l�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
pH�
6.0 to 9.0�
6.0 to 9.0�
Monthly�
Grab�
�
�



NOTES:





1.	There shall be no discharge of floating solids, visible foams or oil films.





2.	Monitoring for lead is required only when contamination results from leaded gasoline, or when lead is believed to be present in the ground water.  For lead analyses, the detection limit shall be 1 µg/l or less.





3.	One polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) analysis must be performed on the discharge water using U.S. Environmental Protection Agency method 610 or equivalent employing high performance liquid chromatography.  Report any detections of PAHs immediately to the MPCA Tanks and Emergency Response project manager for the site.








�
DISCHARGES OF PETROLEUM CONTAMINATED GROUND WATER 


TO PUBLICLY OWNED TREATMENT WORKS (POTW’s)





In those situations where ground water is contaminated with petroleum products and it is being considered to be discharged to a POTW, the authority operating a POTW has the responsibility to control its use to protect the POTW and the discharge to receiving waters.  





A POTW may be willing to accept a discharge of contaminated ground water, but has no obligation under federal or state law to do so.  Other disposal options such as land application or direct discharge to surface water are often available for discharges of petroleum contaminated ground water and may be utilized.





Before the POTW accepts the discharge you will need to describe what the requested discharge is.  They will evaluate it and notify you of their decision. If the discharge becomes a problem at any time, the POTW will terminate or suspend the discharge.





The POTW will impose discharge limitations and requirements on the discharge based on:





Their judgment of what is acceptable;


specific needs to protect their POTW;


discharge prohibitions in their ordinance; or


guidance provided by the MPCA.





The limitations or requirements may make pretreatment (before discharge) necessary.  Limitations will vary from one POTW and situation to another.  POTW authorities have the authority to impose limitations on discharges to their treatment plants.





POTWs have the right to suspend or terminate the discharge, and to inspect or sample the discharge.  The POTW may require you to monitor the discharge, report the monitoring data, and provide specified notifications.  The POTW may take enforcement action in case of violations of any of the limitations or requirements placed on the discharge.























Upon request, this document can be made available in other formats, including Braille, large print and audio tape.


TTY users call 612/282-5332 or Greater Minnesota 1-800/657-3864.





Printed on recycled   paper containing at least 10 percent fibers from paper recycled by consumers.
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