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MPCA STUDY DETAILS TOXIC AIR POLLUTANTS IN MINNESOTA

New data from the MPCA confirms that Minnesota has more air pollution and that the problem is more widespread than previously believed.

A report released on November 16, “MPCA Staff Paper on Air Toxics,” (available on the MPCA website at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/airtoxics.html) details MPCA findings after several years of monitoring selected air pollutants at locations around the state.  Ten pollutants were found to exceed “health benchmark” levels, meaning the air in those locations may be a threat to public health.  

The report backs up the conclusions of computer modeling released last winter by the U.S. EPA, but found that the EPA’s computer models actually underestimated the levels of many harmful air pollutants in Minnesota.  

The MPCA report focuses on toxic air pollutants (known as “air toxics”), which are a category of 188 specific air pollutants, including metals, minerals, soot and hydrocarbon-based chemicals known to cause or suspected of causing cancer, birth defects, or other serious health problems with long exposure.  Air  toxics have not been well understood because they are hard to measure and often exist at very low concentrations in outdoor air.  Nonetheless, even low concentrations of some air toxics can be harmful to human health.  The report is one of the first attempts in Minnesota to quantify the health risks from air toxics in the outdoor air.

Over the past several years, the MPCA has monitored 75 air toxics at more than two dozen locations around the state ( half in Minneapolis or St. Paul, the rest ranging from Rochester to Warroad.  Much of the 
monitoring data used in this report comes from an ongoing five-year statewide air toxics monitoring study which began in 1996.  

Of the 75 pollutants monitored, results so far show 10 as  “pollutants of concern,” meaning levels were high enough to potentially cause illness after long exposure.  Four ( formaldehyde, benzene, carbon tetrachloride, and chloroform ( were high enough to be of particular concern.  The report recommends further study of the other six, including ethylene dibromide, 1,3- butadiene, acrolein, arsenic, nickel and chromium.  The report also recommends further study of particulate matter from diesel engine emissions. 

One of the major sources of air toxics is engine emissions from cars, trucks and buses.  “If vehicles are an issue, we can’t just go after the smokestack industries and hope to solve our air-quality problems,” said Karen Studders, MPCA Commissioner.  

Studders said that the recent decision to end the MPCA’s metro-area vehicle inspection program would not have been affected by the study’s findings.  That program dealt successfully with vehicles emitting too much carbon monoxide.  But carbon monoxide is not a listed air toxic, and testing for it is relatively simple.  There is no current technology to routinely test vehicles for emissions of the nearly 200 different chemicals that make up air toxics.

Because of greater population and number of vehicles, it would be expected that the metro area would have the highest concentrations of air toxics.  While that was indeed confirmed by monitoring, statewide monitors also showed elevated concentrations in small cities and towns around the state.  “This isn’t just a Twin Cities problem.  Any solution will have to address the huge impact motor vehicles have on the air all Minnesotans breathe,” Studders said. 

“Because so much of the problem can be attributed to vehicle use, actions that may help include limiting urban sprawl, promoting alternative forms of transportation, introducing cleaner fuels, and encouraging telecommuting,” said Studders.  “Our lifestyle choices have made us part of the problem.  Now we’re going to have to learn to be part of the answer.”  Studders called for a cooperative effort on behalf of federal, state and local governments, the Legislature, businesses and individuals to come up with solutions to the problem.
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Sherry Enzler named as office of environmental assistance director

MPCA Commissioner Karen Studders has announced the appointment of Sherry Enzler as Director of the Office of Environmental Assistance.

“Sherry brings a wealth of experience with Minnesota environmental and natural resources issues to the OEA directorship.  Her extensive background will serve OEA’s mission and Minnesota citizens well,” said Commissioner Studders.

Enzler was appointed an Assistant Attorney General in the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office in 1985 and worked with the Department of Transportation on waste issues, water quality, air quality and wetland issues.  In 1991 she changed assignments within the Attorney General’s Office to work in construction litigation for a variety of state agencies.  

For the past two years she practiced law with the firm of Doherty, Rumble, and Butler as a member of their Environmental and Land Use Law Department.

Enzler, a University of Minnesota graduate, also has a Masters degree in Public Administration from the University of Southern California and is a 1985 graduate of William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul.  She began her new assignment on October 11.

The OEA is a state agency dedicated to protecting the state’s environment and assuring a sustainable economy through waste prevention and resource conservation.  It accomplishes that goal through the administration of grant and loan programs, technical assistance to local governments and businesses, and educational programs for schools and the general public.
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MPCA undertakes efforts to reach out to communities of                       culture and color

Through the eyes of communities of culture and color in the Twin Cities Metro area, the face of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency often looks just like the face of Placida Venegas.

Venegas, of the MPCA’s Policy and Planning Division, radiates energy and determination as she describes her involvement with groups such as the Minority Businesses of Minnesota and the state minority councils, including the Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans, Council of Black Minnesotans, Chicano/Latino Council, and Indian Affairs Council.  As the agency staff person assigned to coordinate activities related to the tough-to-define concept of environmental justice, Venegas often remains a voice in the wilderness. Trying to elevate concerns of color, culture and economic disadvantage to a primarily white MPCA staff and management in a state where minorities make up only a fraction of the state’s population would be a daunting task ( for almost anyone but Venegas.  

“From 1990 to 1995, the minority population increased at a rate of 42 percent, compared to 3 percent for the white population,” says Venegas.  “There is a need for the MPCA to assess its processes to ensure that minority and economically disadvantaged communities are informed and active participants in agency decision-making.”  

However, Venegas isn’t alone in believing that it’s time the MPCA begins reaching out to diverse communities and involving them in agency decision-making.  A growing number of MPCA staff, as well as state employees in other agencies are starting dialogues with communities of color, culture and economic disadvantage.  

Beginning the Dialogue

While the MPCA is still forming strategies that involve diverse communities, efforts are underway throughout the agency to develop better relationships with communities of color, culture and economic disadvantage.

· In June 1999, the MPCA established a policy to incorporate environmental justice principles and practices into MPCA operations.  The goals of the policy are to assure that: minority and economically disadvantaged communities in Minnesota do not bear a disproportionate share of the involuntary risks and consequences of environmental pollution; they are not denied equal access to environmental benefits; and they have opportunities for meaningful participation in the development and implementation of Minnesota’s environmental programs.

· The agency applied for and received a $100,000 grant from the EPA’s State and Tribal Environmental Justice Grant Program to incorporate environmental justice principles and practices into state environmental programs.  “The MPCA made EPA’s first cut, and we are definitely in the running,” says Leslie Goldsmith, supervisor of Policy and Planning’s Training, Education and Outreach Unit.  The grant would allow recruitment of a half-time environmental justice specialist, formation of an Advisory Task Force, and a means to develop accurate and usable data on minority and low-income populations that will help target outreach activities.  

· The Minnesota Environmental Network for Diversity (MEND) has been an OEA initiative to provide “a structure for organizations to communicate and learn about opportunities to increase the number of underrepresented individuals in environmental education and environmental careers.”   While MEND is currently on hold, OEA staff hopes to begin once again to offer educational opportunities to staff looking at diversity issues. 

· MPCA staff members in offices across the state regularly work on issues involving American Indian tribal authorities.  Both in the southern counties and in areas where migrant workers congregate during harvest time, Hispanic populations may be in need of more environmental education.

These are only a few ways in which agency staff is recognizing that the changing face of Minnesota requires new strategies for achieving communication, public awareness and environmental benefit.  In time, the MPCA may find that the agency must speak in many languages and throughout many cultures to get its environmental messages across.  For more information about the EPA grant or other environmental justice issues, contact Placida Venegas, MPCA Policy and Planning, at (651) 297-8370 or by e-mail at:  placida.venegas@pca.state.mn.us.
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MPCA OFFERS COUNTY LAKE-TRANSPARENCY SUMMARIES

The MPCA now has summaries of lake transparency data available on a county-by-county basis for select counties.  The summary fact sheets show Secchi transparency data for lakes in the county which have been monitored by volunteers over a sufficient time period to reveal trends of increasing or decreasing transparency.
Secchi transparency is a measurement of the clarity of lake water, which is a useful indicator of water quality.  Lakes whose waters are relatively transparent or clear usually have less pollution compared to those with lower transparency readings.  A trend of increasing clarity can indicate conditions in the lake are improving.  Similarly, a trend of decreasing clarity indicates problems.  

Secchi readings are taken by lowering a white metal disk (called a Secchi disk, after its inventor) into the water and noting the depth at which it can no longer be seen.  In order to provide meaningful trend information about water quality, Secchi readings must be taken at the same spots at regular intervals during the open-water season, over a period of several years.

The data in the county fact sheets are provided by the MPCA’s Citizen Lake-Monitoring Program.  Over the past 26 years, hundreds of CLMP volunteers have taken Secchi readings on lakes near their homes.  Each year they record their data and send it to the MPCA for summary and inclusion in an annual report.

The resulting database is one of the MPCA’s most valuable sources of long-term trend data about the health of Minnesota’s lakes, according to CLMP coordinator Jennifer Klang.  “We’re at the point where we have very good information about transparency trends in hundreds of Minnesota’s lakes,” Klang said.  “So we decided to produce these county summaries so the public can get a better idea of the water-quality trends in their own areas.”

The fact sheets show long-term Secchi monitoring locations in each county, with summary data showing trends and average transparencies over time for the lakes.  Average transparency readings across Minnesota varied from 0.1 feet in Diamond Lake (Hennepin County) to 49 feet in Sabin Lake (St. Louis County), based on CLMP data collected in 1998.

The factors which most commonly influence lake transparency in Minnesota are nutrients, primarily phosphorus and nitrogen, carried into the lake.  Excess sediment entering a lake can also degrade water transparency.  These and other contaminants typically come from human activities and land uses in the watershed surrounding a lake, including agriculture, lawn fertilizing, failing septic systems, runoff from streets and parking lots, and construction and land clearing.  The fact sheets also include tips on how individuals can make a difference in reducing the impact of such activities on Minnesota’s lakes.

Counties with fact sheets currently available:  Aitkin, Anoka, Becker, Beltrami, Cass, Chisago, Cook, Crow Wing, Dakota, Douglas, Hennepin, Hubbard, Itasca, Kandiyohi, Lake, Le Sueur, Meeker, Otter Tail, Pine, Pope, Ramsey, Sherburne, Stearns, St. Louis, Todd, Washington, and Wright.  For copies of the fact sheets, or for information on becoming a volunteer monitor, call the MPCA at (651) 282-2618 or toll-free at (800) 657-3864.  You can also find the fact sheets or sign up to volunteer on the worldwide web, at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/clmp.html. 
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MPCA Seeks Comment on Draft St. Paul Stormwater Permit 

The MPCA seeks comments from the public about a draft permit for the City of St. Paul that will cover stormwater management in the city. The draft, issued on November 12, 1999, is the first National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and State Disposal System (SDS) permit public noticed in Minnesota that covers stormwater (run-off from rain and snowmelt that can pick up pollutants, flow into storm sewers and eventually contaminate surface water). 

The types of stormwater discussed in the draft permit include run-off from developing areas, construction sites, existing developments, roads, highways, bridges, landscaping, businesses and households. The City of St. Paul already undertakes many of the best management practices required in the draft permit, but will implement a more comprehensive plan, monitor stormwater, and report routinely to the MPCA. 

Under section 402(p) of the Clean Water Act, NPDES permits are required for large cities (more than 250,000 population) with storm sewers that are separated from sanitary sewers. St. Paul applied for the stormwater permit in 1994, in compliance with timelines set in federal law. However, the MPCA placed stormwater permit applications lower in priority than other programs and permits. The MPCA's delay in issuing permits has had adverse impacts on the Cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis, which are being sued under the Clean Water Act by environmental groups concerned about stormwater pollution. (The draft permit for the City of Minneapolis will be issued after the Thanksgiving holiday.) 

The public comment period began November 12 and ends December 13, 1999 at 4:30 p.m. For a copy of the draft permit or to comment in writing, contact David A. Sahli, MPCA Metro District, Regular Facilities, 

520 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4194 or call (651) 296-8722.
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Students Learn Importance of Vital Resource

Some 1,200 metropolitan area fifth grade students attended the Second Annual Metro Children’s Water Festival on October 6th at the Minnesota State Fair Grounds to learn how to care for something that is as common as the air we breathe and just as important: water.

The students participated in 24 learning stations and in presentations by the Science Museum of Minnesota, meteorologist Paul Douglas, and Mississippi River folksinger Charlie McGuire.  Hands-on opportunities were offered to learn about such things as, where water goes when the toilet is flushed, how tiny bugs can serve as an indicator of water quality, the importance of wetlands, and the way that water’s movement through different soils can affect what comes out of our kitchen faucets, to name a few.  

Continuing education materials were distributed to each teacher after the Festival to use and share with other teachers in their school.  A curriculum guide “ The Water Source Book,” prepared by the Tennessee Valley Authority Environmental Education Section, was also provided to each class in attendance.

Sponsored by the Metropolitan Area Groundwater Alliance (MAGWA), the Children’s Water Festival is aimed at raising students’ awareness of water as a vital resource that must be protected and used wisely.  MAGWA, a consortium of state and local government agencies, patterned the festival after The Groundwater Foundation, which has held a number of similar events over the past ten years.

Approximately 50 Festival sponsors donated money or products for the event and more than 150 volunteers and presenters made this festival a success.  They included staff from the seven Metro Counties, MPCA, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Metropolitan Council Environmental Services, several Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Minnesota Extension Services and the Board of Water and Soil Resources to name a few.  Organizer, Cindy Weckwerth said, “We have received such positive evaluations and comments from sponsors, educators and students who attended this year’s Festival that we are already excited and enthused about planning for next year.”

Return to table of contents

MPCA’s small business assistance program awarded EPA grant

The MPCA’s Small Business Assistance Program recently was awarded a grant of more than $96,000 from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The grant money will be used to develop and measure the effectiveness of a non-regulatory compliance assistance initiative for small businesses within Minnesota’s reinforced plastics industry. The EPA awarded a total of $900,000 among 10 states to support innovations designed to help small businesses prevent pollution and comply with environmental regulations.   Twenty-three states competed for the EPA funding made possible through a one-time congressional appropriation.

The MPCA chose to focus on the reinforced plastics industry in response to pending federal air quality regulations that may affect more than 80 businesses in Minnesota.  The Small Business Assistance Program has not previously provided compliance assistance to this industry sector.  Conducting an initiative within a new sector creates an excellent opportunity to design measures for evaluating the effectiveness of non-regulatory compliance assistance.  The agency will partner with the Minnesota Technical Assistance Program to conduct case studies and measure outcomes of the two-year process that will address all aspects of pollution control. 

“Receiving the grant is an important national honor for Minnesota’s Small Business Assistance Program, and a major compliance advantage for businesses in the reinforced plastics industry,” said Charlie Kennedy, MPCA Small Business Ombudsman.  “It offers us the unique opportunity of measuring the environmental effectiveness of non-regulatory compliance assistance hand in hand with the delivery of those same services to an industry sector that is facing new federal air regulations.”

The MPCA’s Small Business Assistance Program was created in 1993 as a requirement of the 1990 Clean Air Amendments.  It offers free, non-regulatory compliance assistance to small businesses in Minnesota including a toll-free hotline and on-site consultations.  Originally established to provide assistance with air quality regulations, the program now offers compliance and pollution prevention assistance for all environmental media.  
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MINNESOTA TMDL INFORMATION ON WEB

Visit MPCA's website to learn more about Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) in Minnesota.  The phrase “Total Maximum Daily Load” refers to the maximum amount of a pollutant that can be in the water while allowing the water to meet the standards.  The Federal Clean Water Act requires that waters in each state meet water quality standards.  If a river segment does not meet a water quality standard (for fecal coliform bacteria, turbidity, mercury, ammonia, dissolved oxygen), the Clean Water Act requires the MPCA to work with people in the watershed to develop a plan to reduce pollutant levels enough for the river segment to meet water quality standards.  

The website includes general information in the issue, maps of river segments by river basin, links to EPA’s TMDL website, as well as an on-line comment form.  Also included on the site is the TMDL list of impaired waters, which was submitted to EPA.  It lists the river reaches that do not meet water quality standards, the standards not being met, and target start and end dates for completion of the TMDLs.  The address is http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/tmdl.html
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WATER RESOURCES EDUCATION TOOL ON-LINE

The Internet Watershed Educational Tool (InterWET) was developed to help educate local officials and other concerned citizens about water resources. InterWET gives a technical and multi-perspective response to local watershed issues, using as a case study the Spring Creek Watershed in central Pennsylvania. InterWET can be used as a stand-alone educational resource and as part of larger watershed educational efforts for a variety of people in many different watersheds. 

InterWET consists of a set of web pages that present water resources issues of surface runoff, groundwater, sediment, in-stream nutrients, and fish populations from the perspectives of a researcher, a conservationist, and 

a local official. Each web page has a short lesson that uses an interactive calculator or interactive map. These lessons are meant to increase the knowledge and understanding of the learner.  The address for InterWET is:

http://server.age.psu.edu/dept/grads/parson/research/home.htm
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MPCA STUDY DETAILS TOXIC CHEMICALS IN DULUTH-SUPERIOR HARBOR

A recent report by the MPCA sheds more light on toxic chemicals in the waters 
of the Duluth-Superior Harbor and its principal tributaries.

The “Lake Superior /Duluth-Superior Harbor Toxics Loading Study” details what the MPCA found during more than a year of sampling the St. Louis and Nemadji Rivers and the water flowing from the harbor into Lake Superior via the Duluth and Superior shipping channels.  The main purpose of the study was to estimate the harbor’s contribution of toxic chemicals to the overall toxic loads in Lake Superior.

Among the key findings of the study are that some of the toxic chemicals present in the waters of the rivers and/or harbor are at levels above permissible limits designed for the protection of humans and wildlife in the Great Lakes and their watersheds.

Contaminants included in the study were those identified as exceeding applicable water-quality standards at least once in preliminary sampling, as well as certain chemicals known to be present at elevated levels in the harbor sediments.  
Many of them are included on the list of the “nasty nine” toxic chemicals proposed for reduction to zero discharge into Lake Superior under the 1991 Lake Superior Binational Agreement, a joint U.S./Canadian agreement on protecting Lake Superior.  

Contaminants which exceeded standards in the majority of samples were mercury, 2-3-7-8 dioxin, PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls), and the pesticides dieldrin and DDT.  The data also indicated there are elevated concentrations of benzo(a)pyrene in the harbor, however there currently is no water-quality standard against which to measure it.  (Benzo(a)pyrene is one of a class of chemicals called PAHs [polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons], which come primarily from combustion of fossil fuels.)  Other chemicals sampled for but which did not consistently exceed applicable standards included the pesticide toxaphene and the PAHs acenaphthene, anthracene, fluoranthene and phenanthrene.  

With the exception of mercury most of these chemicals are not currently manufactured or used in the United States.  They are present in the harbor largely due to past usage and unintentional production in industrial processes.




The study was funded by a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  MPCA staff conducted the field sampling from 1997 to 1998, focusing on measuring contaminants flowing out into the lake through the shipping channels, and into the harbor in its principal tributaries, the Nemadji and St. Louis rivers. 

The study notes that while the concentrations of some of the chemicals are important in terms of local water-quality impacts (i.e., in and near the harbor), the harbor’s contribution accounts for only a very small percentage of the overall load of toxics to Lake Superior.  The majority of that load comes from atmospheric deposition, both from within the U.S. and other countries.  

The study, while not providing a complete picture of the water quality in the harbor and its tributaries, is principally useful as an indicator of general trends and as a guide for future monitoring and assessment activities.  Copies are available by contacting Patricia King at the MPCA, at (612) 296-8723 or by e-mail at 

patricia.king@pca.state.mn.us.
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SIDESLOPE LINER FAILS IN ONE CELL AT SAFETY KLEEN LANDFILL 

The primary plastic liner located in Cell 4A of the Safety Kleen Landfill detached from an anchoring trench on November 16, the MPCA announced Nov. 24.  The cell, which is triple-lined and specifically designed to hold incinerator ash, continues to contain the waste and there is no immediate health or environmental threat posed by the liner failure.

MPCA staff inspected the site on November 17, 18 and 22 to assess and document the partial liner failure.  Staff observed that the liner had detached on the west and east sides of Cell 4A.  The detached liner slid halfway down the landfill sideslope, and MPCA staff approved removal of the remaining sand from the landfill slope to help prevent additional failure.   The collapse may have adversely affected the leachate- collection system, which collects liquids that accumulate at the base of the landfill. 

Safety Kleen immediately stopped accepting incinerator ash and has implemented contingency plans, including having pumps on hand in case of a heavy rain event or damage to the leachate-collection system.  The company or MPCA also informed the City of Rosemount, Dakota and Hennepin Counties, Metropolitan Council, and state legislators representing the community last week.  The ash, which came from the Hennepin Energy Recovery Corporation (HERC) incinerator in Minneapolis, will be shipped to an industrial solid waste facility in Wisconsin until the damage at Safety Kleen is repaired.

The MPCA issued Safety Kleen a modified solid waste facility permit in June 1998.  The reissued permit authorized the construction of a waste combustor ash cell.  The facility also contains two industrial waste cells.  
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NEW REPORT SHOWS BENEFITS OF 1990 CLEAN AIR AMENDMENTS OUTWEIGH COSTS BY FOUR-TO-ONE MARGIN

The economic value of the public health and environmental benefits that Americans enjoy from the Clean Air 

Act Amendments of 1990 exceed their costs by a margin of four to one, according to a new EPA study.  The report projects that the Clean Air Act Amendments and their associated programs prevent thousands of premature deaths related to air pollution, and millions of asthma attacks as well as a wide range of additional human health and ecological effects.

Using a sophisticated array of computer models and the latest emissions and cost data, the EPA study shows 

that in the year 2010 the Amendments of 1990 will prevent 23,000 Americans from dying prematurely, and avert over 1,700,000 incidences of asthma attacks and aggravation of chronic asthma.  In addition, in 2010, they will prevent 67,000 incidences of chronic and acute bronchitis, 91,000 occurrences of shortness of breath, 4,100,000 lost work days, and 31,000,000 days in which Americans would have had to restrict activity due to air pollution related illness.  Plus, 22,000 respiratory-related hospital admissions would be averted, as well as 42,000 cardiovascular (heart and blood) hospital admissions, and 4,800 emergency room visits for asthma.

The report, the most comprehensive and extensive assessment of the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments ever 

conducted, was the subject of extensive peer review during which independent panels of distinguished economists, scientists, and public health experts provided in-depth assessment and advice throughout the study's design, implementation, and documentation.

For those health and ecological benefits which could be quantified and converted to dollar values, EPA's 

best estimate is that in 2010 the benefits of Clean Air Act programs will total about $110 billion.  This estimate represents the value of avoiding increases in illness and premature death which would have prevailed without the clean air standards and provisions required by the Amendments.  By contrast, the detailed cost analysis conducted for this new study indicates that the costs of achieving these health and ecological benefits are likely to be only about $27 billion, a fraction of the economic value of the benefits. 

The report, "The Benefits and Costs of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990," will be available on the Internet at:  http://www.epa.gov/oar/sect812.  A limited number of paper copies of the report will be available from Barbara Morris at 202-564-1666 or by e-mail at morris.barbara@epa.gov.  For further technical information, contact Jim Democker at 202-564-1673, or e-mail at: democker.jim@.epa.gov.
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Coal Burning Power Plants emitting too much Mercury

Environment News Service, November 18

Some 400 coal burning power plants in 43 states are emitting an estimated 98,000 pounds of mercury into the air each year, reveals a new report by a coalition of environmental groups. The report is the first to document the amount of mercury pollution generated by individual electric power companies nationwide. 

The report, "Mercury Falling: An Analysis of Mercury Pollution from Coal Burning Power Plants," was released Wednesday by the Environmental Working Group (EWG), Clean Air Network (CAN) and the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC). The groups analyzed the results of mercury coal sampling conducted by power companies from January 1999 through June 1999. The utilities were required to sample mercury in the coal they burned in 1999 due to an NRDC lawsuit filed in 1993. 

"Mercury is one of the most toxic substances we know, and yet the federal government does not regulate mercury emissions or waste from power plants, which are the largest source of mercury pollution," said David Hawkins, a senior attorney at NRDC and a coauthor of the report. "We found that the biggest mercury polluters are the same utility companies that the Department of Justice and the EPA recently sued for failing to install modern pollution controls as required by the Clean Air Act." 

 Legislation has been introduced in Congress that would force utilities to cut mercury emissions by as much as 90 percent over the next five years. But environmentalists say more could be done in the near term. CAN, EWG and NRDC are calling on the EPA to set tight controls on mercury stack emissions and toxic coal waste, two issues that the agency has promised to announced decisions on within the next year. 

The mercury report, and tables listing mercury emissions from power plant in each state, are available online at: www.ewg.org and www.cleanair.net.
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federal report finds Too many pounds of vocs LEAKING FROM OIL REFINERIES

Environment News Service, November 11

An estimated 80 million pounds of smog forming pollutants leak from oil refineries each year without being reported, a new government study has found.  The report by the minority staff of the House Government Reform Committee says most of the leaks could be easily fixed by routine maintenance.  

Refineries are required to report leaks of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) to state agencies, and ultimately to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Relying on data from an EPA study of 17 refineries nationwide, the committee estimates that the VOCs leaking from refinery valves alone equals those emitted by five million automobile tailpipes each year.  The report did not examine leaks from equipment like pumps and compressor seals, which could bring the total of leaked VOCs much higher. The report notes that about 70 percent of the leaky valves could be fixed by the turn of a wrench. 

The American Petroleum Institute issued a statement Wednesday saying that though it has not seen the report, "API disputes [the] implication that the industry is in significant violation of the Clean Air Act."  The group said its members report all leaks.  The EPA, which is conducting an investigation of air emission violations at the nation’s 160 refineries, says it has found problems at 40 to 50 percent of U.S. oil refineries.  The agency is holding settlement talks with several oil companies, but is prepared to sue the companies if necessary to get the facilities into compliance with the Clean Air Act.
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PUBLIC MEETINGS TO BE HELD ON THE PROPOSED TRI LEAD RULE 

EPA is planning to hold three public meetings to provide an opportunity for the public to comment on the Aug. 3 proposed rule to lower the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) reporting thresholds for lead and lead compounds.  The Agency is interested in receiving comments on all aspects of the proposal, including issues recently raised concerning the potential small-business impacts of the proposed rule.  

The locations and times of these three meetings are:  Los Angeles, Calif., on Nov. 30 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Junipero Serra State Building at 107 South Broadway, in the auditorium, Room 1138; Chicago, Ill., on Dec. 2 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the U.S. EPA, Lake Michigan Room, 12th Floor, 77 West Jackson Blvd.; and 3 Washington, D.C. on Dec. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., U.S. EPA Auditorium, Education Center, 

401 M St. S.W. 

The Federal Register notice announcing these public meetings is available at:  http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WASTE/.  The proposed rule is available at:  http://www.epa.gov/tri/, and the economic analysis is available at: http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/economics/new.htm.  Copies of these documents can be obtained by contacting the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Hotline, EPA, Mail Code 5101, 401 M St. S.W., Washington, D.C. 20460; telephone toll free: 1-800-535-0202; in Virginia and Alaska: (703) 412-9877; or toll free TDD: 1-800-553-7672.
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epa ACCEPTing APPLICATIONS FOR BROWNFIELDS JOB TRAINING PILOTS and BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP REVOLVING LOAN FUND PILOTS

EPA is accepting applications for Brownfields Job Training and Development Demonstration Pilots until March 3.  About 10 pilots will be accepted by the end of May with funding up to $200,000 each over two-years.  These funds are to be used to bring together community groups, job training organizations, employers, investors, lenders, developers, and other affected parties to provide training for residents in brownfields communities.  

The goals of the pilots are to facilitate  cleanup of brownfields sites contaminated with hazardous substances and prepare the trainees for future employment in the environmental field.  The pilot projects must prepare trainees in activities that can be usefully applied to a cleanup employing an alternative or innovative technology.  

Pilot applicants must be located within or near one of the 307 pre-2000 brownfields assessment pilot communities.  Colleges, universities, non-profit training centers, community-based job training organizations, states, cities, towns, counties, U.S. territories and federally recognized Indian tribes are eligible to apply for funds.  EPA encourages applications from coalitions, but a single eligible entity must be identified as the legal recipient.  For a copy of the application guidelines visit EPA's web page at: http://www.epa.gov/brownfields under "What's New."

EPA also recently announced that it is accepting proposals for Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund Pilots (BCRLF) until Feb. 7, 2000.  The BCRLF are generally funded up to $500,000 per eligible entity.  The BCRLF pilots test cleanup and redevelopment planning models and are designed to enable states, political subdivisions, and Indian tribes to make loans to facilitate environmental cleanup and redevelopment efforts at brownfields sites.  

EPA will select up to 70 additional pilots by May 2000.  The pilots will be selected on a competitive basis.  Selection criteria is outlined in the newly revised guidelines, "The Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative:  Proposal Guidelines for Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund (November 1999).  Copies of the document can be obtained at the same website listed above or by calling the Superfund Hotline at 

1-800-424-9346 or (703) 412-9810.
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1999 BROWNFIELDS CONFERENCE IN DALLAS, TEXAS 

On Dec 6 - 8, "Brownfields '99 ( Alliances for 21st Century Livability ( Environmental Challenges and Solutions" is being held at the Adam's Mark Hotel in Dallas, Texas.  This is the fourth annual brownfields 

conference co-sponsored by EPA.  A list of the conference co-sponsors is available at:  http://www.epa.gov/brownfields.  Participation has grown from 500 attendees in Pittsburgh, Pa. in 1996 to over 2,000 attendees at Brownfields '98 in Los Angeles, Calif.  Brownfields '99 will bring together a wide range of stakeholders to foster effective partnerships that facilitate the revitalization of contaminated properties.  Conference attendees may register online using the Online Registration Form found at:  http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/bf99.htm or by calling the Brownfields '99 Hotline at 1-877-343-5374.  Advance registration is recommended.
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EVERGREENS CAN REDUCE SPREAD OF PESTICIDES

Environment News Service, November 17

Farmers should plant a line of evergreen trees around their crops to reduce the drift of pesticide sprays, according to an Ohio State University study. Rows of non-crop vegetation, or windbreaks, absorb pesticides that would otherwise contaminate adjacent plants, residential areas and water supplies, explained Franklin Hall, professor of entomology at Ohio State and lead author of the study. Urbanization has led to more houses being built close to farming operations, which makes the need for windbreaks even more important, he added. 

At windtunnel speeds ranging from 1.5 to 3.5 meters per second - equivalent to a light breeze - evergreen plants collected two to four times more spray droplets than broadleaf plants, Hall said. As farmers spray pesticide onto crops, wind captures a portion of the mist. "The smallest droplets can be carried off site by even a slight breeze," he added. Trees, shrubs, and grasses planted at the edges of fields act like a strainer to filter the droplets from the air.  Hall said that evergreen needles offer a larger surface area for collecting sprays, as well as an aerodynamic shape. 

As air swirls around the needles, more droplets stick to these surfaces than if the air were gliding over the smooth surface of a flat leaf. "The other good thing about evergreen trees is that they don't lose their leaves," said Hall. "So when farmers first apply pesticides in the early spring, evergreen foliage would already be there to help collect the spray and reduce off-site movement of pesticides."
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MN E85 FUEL USE EXPANDING

E85 fuel ( a blend of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline ( is increasing its presence significantly in the Twin Cities.  The Metro Area has been selected as a national test market for E85 and flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) that can be powered by any mix of gasoline and E85.  The American Lung Association of Minnesota (ALA MN) is leading the project, in cooperation with Minnesota corn growers and ethanol producers, the Minnesota Departments of Agriculture and Public Service, Ford Motor Company and the U.S. Department of Energy.

By next summer, at total of 30 metro and 10 rural fueling sites will offer E85 fuel, making this fuel source much more widely available.  This project, together with those in Chicago and Denver, will result in the first sustainable markets for this renewable, cleaner-burning fuel. E85 has a 100+ octane rating and contains 85% less toxins than gasoline.  E85 also reduces by 30 to 36 percent the pollutants that accelerate global warming. 

More than 35,000 FFVs are projected will be operating in Minnesota within a year, including popular models of pickups, minivans, and sedans. For a fueling site update and more information, call Tim Gerlach, ALA MN, at (651) 223-9577 or 1-800-642-LUNG. Also, visit http://www.alamn.org/Environmental/E85.htm, where more details to be added shortly.
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FINAL MONITORING SCHEDULE ISSUED FOR UNREGULATED DRINKING WATER CONTAMINANTS

The Safe Drinking Water Act requires EPA to determine whether a contaminant not currently regulated is showing up in drinking water supplies at a level or frequency that might warrant regulation.  Monitoring for unregulated contaminants at public water systems provides an early warning of a contaminant's presence before serious public health impacts occur.  EPA has included 36 contaminants on the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation (UCMR) List.  

Based on availability of analytical methods, EPA has selected for this final rule, 12 of these contaminants for monitoring by the nation's large drinking water suppliers (those serving more than 10,000 persons) and a representative sample of small drinking water systems (serving 10,000 or fewer persons).  These systems will be required to begin monitoring in 2001 to determine whether  or not the contaminants are present at a level or frequency that would warrant consideration for regulation at a later  date.  EPA will address additional potential contaminants on the UCMR list in future rulemaking.  

The final "Revision to the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation for Public Water Systems" will be published in the Federal Register after September 17.  For more information, the general public can call EPA's Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791, or access EPA's drinking water web site at:  http://www.epa.gov/safewater.
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Conferences and training

Hazardous Waste Training offered by Hennepin County Environmental Services

Hennepin County Environmental Services offers free monthly hazardous waste training.  Topics include waste evaluation, proper labeling and storage of hazardous waste, license applications, selecting transporters and disposers, record keeping, emergency planning, waste minimization and pollution prevention.

Please call (612) 348-8100 for more information or to register for an upcoming session.

1999 Training Schedule*



Hennepin Technical College —

Brooklyn Park


December 17





*Note: Training dates and locations are subject to change.
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ENFORCEMENT

MPCA and Southern Minnesota Sugar Beet Cooperative Resolve Issues

The MPCA and Southern Minnesota Sugar Beet Cooperative (SMBSC) recently signed a stipulation agreement which resolves compliance matters at its facility in Renville County, Minn.  Included in the stipulation agreement was a penalty of $82,500 that SMBSC must pay to the state of Minnesota.

SMBSC entered into the stipulation agreement with the MPCA on October 7, 1999 resolving a series of alleged violations including air quality, water quality, solid waste and hazardous waste violations. 

As part of the stipulation agreement, SMBSC also agreed to several special projects which will enhance the performance of the facility and further improve the environment.  SMBSC will expend $110,000 including a payment of $70,000 to the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program which provides financial assistance to landowners and operators in order to conserve and enhance soil and water resources, including wetland and wildlife habitat.  

SMBSC will also spend $40,000 for the design and implementation of an environmental-management system which will enable the company to monitor its environmental condition and work to improve it.  For additional information, contact Tom Sinn at (651) 297-8662 or by e-mail at: tom.sinn@pca.state.mn.us
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MPCA Penalizes USS – Minnesota Ore Operations for Alleged Air Quality Violations 

The MPCA and USS–Minnesota Ore Operations (USS, commonly referred to as Minntac) reached an agreement in September resolving the company's past failure to comply with state air quality rules. As a result, USS has agreed to pay an $38,500 civil penalty for alleged emission violations and take prescribed actions to maintain compliance at their facility. 

USS produces taconite pellets near Mountain Iron, Minnesota, from ore the company mines and crushes at its nearby mining facility. Following the crushing and grinding process, taconite pellets are formed and hardened in the Line 3 through 7 grate / kiln production furnaces and cooled in pellet coolers. Responding to a Notice of Violation issued by the MPCA in May 1998, USS tested pellet cooler emissions in Lines 4 through 7 in June 1998. Violations of facility permit limits and / or state particulate emissions limits were documented. Retesting in December 1998 demonstrated compliance for two of the four pellet coolers lines; the other two were retested and found in compliance in early July 1999. 

Violations also stem from a four-day period in March 1998 when a large amount of wind-blown dust was released from a portion of USS's 8,400-acre tailings disposal basin. Waste tailings generally flow in slurry form to this basin for disposal; under unfavorable weather conditions the tailings can become dry enough to blow off USS property. In response to this incident, USS has committed to becoming more proactive in its ongoing efforts to suppress basin dust emissions, including mulching and seeding basin surface areas containing exposed fine tailings. 

In addition to paying the penalty, USS must also comply with the following requirements: 1) emissions testing to verify the pellet coolers are brought back into compliance (demonstrated by retesting in December 1998 and July 1999), 2) immediately implementing an upgraded fugitive dust control plan for the tailings basin, and, 3) over the next three years, conducting ambient air quality monitoring for dust at two monitoring sites. 

Minnesota law requires owners and operators of facilities with the potential to release air pollutants to have MPCA permits. They must also carefully monitor and maintain equipment because emissions exceeding state standards can degrade air quality. The MPCA offers outreach and training to help facilities meet their permit requirements. 
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Winona Business Pays Penalty for Hazardous Waste Violations

Hazardous waste violations resulted in a $2,730.30 civil penalty to DCM Tech, Inc. of Winona, Minnesota.  Under the requirements of the MPCA’s administrative penalty order (APO) issued on July 21, 1999, DCM Tech has completed all required corrective actions, including payment of the civil penalty, and now complies with state hazardous-waste regulations.  The company’s penalty, which totaled $3,537.50, consisted of two parts: $2,730.30 nonforgivable and $807.20 forgivable.  Because DCM Tech, Inc. corrected all violations within the given time frame, they did not have to pay the forgivable portion of the APO.

An inspection conducted on April 15, 1999 by the MPCA at DCM Tech, Inc., identified a number of hazardous-waste violations at the facility.  DCM Tech was found responsible for not submitting manifest copies to the MPCA.  Manifests indicate how hazardous substances are being stored, treated or disposed of and help regulators identify wastes that aren’t being correctly managed.  The company was found responsible for failing to familiarize its employees with proper waste-handling and emergency procedures, and for not posting emergency information at the facility.  In addition, weekly inspections were not conducted or documented.  If weekly inspections had been done, improperly marked and stored materials could have been discovered and corrected by the company’s employees previous to the agency’s site inspection.
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Project For Pride In Living Pays $5,000 To Resolve Asbestos Violations 

At East Lake Renovation Site

Project for Pride in Living (PPL), Inc., has corrected violations involving the handling of asbestos-containing materials in a Minneapolis building which was under renovation.  In addition, PPL paid $5,000 in penalties and responded promptly to the MPCA’s administrative penalty order.

During an inspection of the building at 1515 East Lake Street on October 22, 1998, MPCA staff found dry asbestos-containing material in the parking lot and in piles located in the renovation area of the building.  PPL also neglected to inform the MPCA about the proposed asbestos removal project.  PPL immediately corrected all problems and submitted a plan to indicate how future asbestos situations will be handled. 

The removal, storage, transportation and disposal of asbestos are regulated under both state and federal law because of its possible health impacts.  The MPCA has been working with industries to provide guidelines on how to assess and prevent environmental problems related to building demolition and renovation, including asbestos management.
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Michael’s Lighting Pays Penalty To MPCA For Hazardous Waste Violations
Payment has been received by the MPCA for hazardous waste violations that occurred at Michael’s Lighting of Winona, Minnesota.

Michael’s Lighting responded to MPCA’s administrative penalty order by paying the nonforgivable portion of the penalty totaling $6,705.60.  Under the requirements of the APO issued on July 21, 1999, the company completed all required corrective actions and now complies with environmental regulations.  Originally, the penalty was set at $7,027, but a portion of it was forgiven because all necessary actions were completed within 30 days of the APO.

During an inspection at Michael’s Lighting on April 15, 1999, MPCA staff discovered that hazardous waste paint filters had been removed from the business and transported in a private vehicle without a prepared manifest and stored in a private resident’s home.  Normally, manifests indicate how hazardous substances are being stored, treated or disposed of and, thus, help regulators identify wastes that aren’t being correctly managed.  Upon discovery of this incident during the inspection, the company promptly recovered the filters and properly managed them.  

In addition, the company had not correctly managed proper employee training, emergency notification, proper record keeping, and weekly inspections.  Michael’s Lighting has now resolved the identified violations and ensures proper management of all hazardous waste-related materials.
In addition to enforcing state hazardous-waste regulations, the MPCA offers education and outreach to help Minnesota’s hazardous-waste generators properly manage their wastes.  For more information, call the MPCA at (651) 296-6300 or toll free at (800) 657-3864.  TTY users can call (651) 282-5332. 
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Starman Sanitation Fined for Solid Waste Violations In Owatonna

Solid waste violations resulted in a $7,504.42 civil penalty to Starman Sanitation of Owatonna, Minn.  Starman Sanitation is licensed by Steele County to haul municipal solid waste to permitted solid-waste disposal facilities.

Under the requirements of the MPCA administrative penalty order (APO) issued on July 29, 1999, Starman Sanitation completed all required corrective actions, including payment of the nonforgivable portion of the civil penalty, and now complies with state solid-waste regulations.  The company’s penalty, which totaled $7,504.42, consisted of two parts: $6,504.42 nonforgivable and $1,000 forgivable.  Because all violations were corrected within the given time frame, Starman Sanitation did not have to pay the forgivable portion of the APO.

An inspection conducted on December 15, 1998 by MPCA staff at Starman Sanitation revealed demolition and municipal solid waste on Starman’s personal property located near Beaver Lake in Steele County.  Starman illegally burned materials collected through the hauling service for a total of five months at the unpermitted site.  Beginning in August of 1998, materials including cardboard, sheet rock, tires, shingles, lumber, plastic shrink wrap, insulation, and paint cans were burned at two separate locations on the property.  In turn, the remaining waste and ash from the burned materials were not stored on a liner capable of preventing migration of waste or leachate into the soil, ground water, or surface water.  As a result, an opportunity for damage to the environment existed.

Starman Sanitation cleaned up the remaining material and ash at the unpermitted site and also submitted a plan that explains how collected waste will be disposed of or recycled correctly.
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Heintz Pontiac-Cadillac Inc. of Mankato Receives Penalty for Hazardous Waste Violations
Hazardous-waste violations resulted in a $6,862 civil penalty to Heintz Pontiac-Cadillac Inc., of Mankato, Minn.  Under the requirements of the MPCA’s administrative penalty order (APO) issued in September, Heintz has completed all required corrective actions, including payment of the civil penalty, and now complies with state air-quality and hazardous-waste regulations.  The company’s penalty consists of two parts: $1,450.50 nonforgivable and $5,411.50 forgivable.  Because of Heintz Pontiac-Cadillac’s cooperation and effort made to correct all violations within the given time frame, they did not have to pay the forgivable portion of the APO.

An inspection conducted on June 4, 1999 by the MPCA at Heintz Pontiac-Cadillac Inc., identified a number of hazardous-waste and air-quality violations at the facility.  Heintz was found responsible for not submitting manifest copies to the MPCA.  Manifests indicate how hazardous wastes are being stored, treated or disposed of and help regulators identify wastes that aren’t being properly managed.  The company was found responsible for failing to familiarize its employees with proper waste-handling and emergency procedures, and for not posting emergency information at the facility.  In addition, weekly inspections were not conducted or documented.  If weekly inspections had been done, improperly marked and stored materials could have been discovered and corrected by the company’s employees previous to the agency’s site inspection.

The site inspection also revealed a paint spray booth in operation without an air-emissions permit and hazardous-waste solvents evaporating off of rags and paint waste.  The rags and paint waste were then disposed of improperly.  The company is now disposing of rags and paint waste properly through a contracted hazardous waste disposal service.

All of the company’s violations have been corrected.  A majority of them were resolved prior to notification of the actual penalty amount. 
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Mankato Recycling Business Pays $10,000 Penalty for Hazardous Waste and Air Quality Violations
Baumann Recycling of Mankato, Minn. has been assessed a $10,000 nonforgivable civil penalty for hazardous-waste and air-quality violations.  The company has completed all required corrective actions and now complies with environmental regulations.

Baumann Recycling, an appliance recycling company, recovers valuable metals and removes hazardous waste from old appliances before final disposal takes place.  Hazardous materials such as mercury and PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls) can leak from improperly disposed appliances and eventually contaminate the environment.  Health risks from mercury may lead to nervous system disorders and PCBs can accumulate in tissue, potentially causing fetal deformities.

On January 12, 1999, an initial inspection by MPCA staff identified numerous violations at the facility.  The company is required to follow federal and state rules that pertain to environmental regulations.  Violations of those rules included not familiarizing its employees with proper waste-handling and emergency procedures; transporting appliances containing mercury without a prepared manifest to a processing facility with use of a company vehicle; illegal disposal of approximately 225 pounds of mercury over three years; and not providing required documentation of weekly hazardous-waste inspections.  

MPCA staff also discovered that diesel fuel had been leaking from a vehicle located on the business’s property.  The company did not report the fuel release that was found ponding on the concrete loading dock surface to the Minnesota Duty Officer, nor did the company clean up the release immediately as required, once it was discovered by agency staff.

Also, manufacturer’s directions of refrigerant-recovery equipment was not properly followed and; as a result, air-quality violations were also documented.  This type of equipment is used to reclaim freon that is used in appliances such as refrigerators and freezers.  Freon is one of the chemicals responsible for destruction of the stratospheric ozone.  As a result of these violations, a heating device is now operational in the facility that aids in the proper reclamation of freon.  Employees must also be certified as refrigerant recovery technicians and all records must be filed for a minimum of three years.
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Hennepin County Printing Company Pays $10,000 Penalty for Air Quality Violations 

Walter G. Anderson, a paperboard printing company in Hamel, Minn., has paid a $10,000 civil penalty for failing to apply for air quality operating permits for its printing presses. The MPCA issued the nonforgivable administrative penalty order to the Walter G. Anderson company in July. 

The MPCA cited the printing company for failing to obtain air quality permits when it moved four presses to its new building in Hamel in 1985, and when it added three presses in 1988, 1992 and 1995. The solvent in the ink from these presses emits volatile organic compounds, a chemical that is a respiratory irritant and contributes to smog. 

In addition to the $10,000 penalty, the Walter G. Anderson company was also required to apply for a total facility air quality operating permit and assure the MPCA that company staff understand and will comply with state air quality rules. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
More information about these public notices is available at the MPCA’s website, at www.pca.state.mn.us/news/publicnotice/index.html
· City of Hackensack Wastewater Treatment Facility: open for public comment through December 1, 1999

· City of Mayer Stabilization Pond System: open for public comment through December 1, 1999

· Proposed Air Emission Facility Permit for Northern States Power, Minneapolis: open for public comment through December 6, 1999

· NPDES/SDS Permit for Anchor Glass Container Corp, Shakopee: open for public comment through December 8, 1999

· Proposed Air Emission Facility Permit for Foldcraft Company, Kenyon: open for public comment through December 8, 1999

· Chateau Communities Wastewater Treatment Facility, Lake Elmo: open for public comment through December 8, 1999

· Montrose Investments Wastewater Treatment Systems, Wayzata: open for public comment through December 9, 1999

· Proposed Air Emission Facility Permit for PR Industries, Chaska: open for public comment through December 10, 1999

· Intent to Issue NPDES and SDS Permit for City of Kilkenny Wastewater Treatment Facility: open for public comment through December 13, 1999

· Georgia-Pacific Resins, Inc., Virginia: open for public comment through December 13, 1999

· City of St. Paul Water NPDES and SDS Permit: open for public comment through December 13, 1999

· Frontier Partners, LLC Wastewater Treatment Facility for cluster development in Baldwin Township: open for public comment through December 13, 1999

· University of Minnesota & Foster Wheeler Twin Cities Inc., Minneapolis Main Steam Service Facility: open for public comment through December 17, 1999

· Proposed Air Emission Facility Permit for 3M Company, Hutchinson: open for public comment through December 20, 1999

· Intent to Reissue NPDES and SDS Permit for City of Worthington Industrial Wastewater Treatment Facility: open for public comment through December 20, 1999

· Intent to Issue NPDES Permit for Diamond K Dairy, Altura: open for public comment through December 20, 1999

· MCES, Blue Lake Groundwater Relief System, Shakopee: open for public comment through December 22, 1999

READERS CAN PARTICIPATE!!
The MPCA encourages readers to participate in these pages.  We encourage submissions of events, conferences, workshops, meetings, new reports, grant and loan funds or other time-sensitive information that might be of interest to those with broad environmental interests. 

Please send this information to enviroline@pca.state.mn.us.  Submissions will be considered for inclusion in a future issues of this publication.
We’re also interested in your comments about information carried in this electronic newsletter.  Are there topic areas you’d like more, or less, information about?  Are there computer-compatibility problems you’d like to see addressed?  Please send these comments to the e-mail address listed above.
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New MPCA study details toxic air pollutants in Minnesota


Sherry Enzler named director of Office of Environmental Assistance 
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��We didn’t do any sediment sampling, so I feel a little uncomfortable saying that we increased our knowledge of chemicals in sediments.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Actually, all of the chemicals found to exceed the WQ standards were zero discharge chemicals (Hg, dioxin, PCBs, dieldrin and DDT).  However, not all of the chemicals that we sampled for were nasty nine chemicals.  More specifically, the PAHs (benzo(a)pyrene, anthracene, acenaphthene, fluoranthene and phenanthrene) are not nasty nines.
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